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WELCOME TO FEEDBALK

This Newsletter is designed ts “Feedback® to you, our
Friends and supporters, information about the work of
the Bara Ow! Trust during the last few months, The
Trusts aiss are to conserve the Barn Owl and its
Environsent, however, it is not passible to conserve any
one species in isclation and the Barn Ow! Trust atteapts
to increase envircnaental awareness through it's sori.
There will have to be sajor changes in the ways that we
*apdern® humans relate to and use our environasnt if we
are to prevent any further irreparable dasage to our
planet.

Bz can all make a difference by supacriing local,
netional and international conservation iaitiatives
with our tise , our energy or our money, by recycling
our waste, reducing cur enargy consuaption and by
consuming wisely and comsidering the environmental
impact of the goods we buy. Me all have a2
responsibility to protect and conserve the Horld for par
children and all the creatures we share it with so, do
"your Bit® for the planet plesss,

He hope you will enjoy reading this Newsletter and that
it will encourage you to support the Barn 0wl Trust and
to Thiak Blobally and ACY Locally. 6gad luck with all
your ronservation work and emvironmental projects - let
us know if we can help,

TOGETHER

INTERNATIONAL NEWS
See Page 5

TREE OF LIFE NEWS. Page 9.

David Rassden, Barn Owl Trust Lonservation Dificer
now given 183 talks to adult groups and too

foon {the Barn Owl) has made 137 sthool visi
Moor is pictured here with Father fiden at a
Primary School in Buckfast on her 188th Scheal Vici

Picture: HMid Devon Advertiser

ARE YOU A
FRIEND DF THE RARN OWL TRUST 7

Enclosed with this Newsletier iz a Friends loaflet,

Ey becoming & Friend of the Barn Ol Trust you can hels
us to Conserve the Barn Owl and its Environeent., e
reed your support to ensure that we can continuez ts
develop our wark through conservation, education,
inforaation, liaison and research. Friends pt the Trust
receive copies of our annual report, our biznnual
rewsletter "Feedhack®, 2 badze and & car sticker. I¢
you are alresdy & Friend, Thank You. Your gift to the
Trust paid by standing order helps us to predict cur
income and plen accardingly, It would help if you could
pass the leaflel on to someone you feel might be
interested te receive it,

“:" Recycled Paper



CHANGE 7O TELEPHDONE NUMEBER

The Trust's telephone nusher will change during the
Spring of 1993. The existing § figure nusher will be
prefized with a 6. Our new nusher will then be {8344)
633026,

BOXES FOR BARN OWLS

In Septeaber South Pevan Conservatien Volunteers (SOCV)
built 22 roosting boxes for the Trust's aviaries using
our nes design (Leaflet No.29). We were delishted when
gany of the group case along to the Trust's Sponsored

Walk in May and the Ceilidh in QOctober and very pleased
when Sue Harwood from SDCV won & bottle of wine, one of
the 34 prizes in the Owl Night Grand Dras held at the

Shig Inn, Ausouth,

CAFTION COMPETITION

Ia thiz nicture David Attenboraugh mests Tallet. the
piant Rarn Owl, with designer Paul Adaes and Frapces
Rzmzden. What do ypu think iz being said 7 If you Ian

rome up With 2 witty caption we'd like to hear frop you.
f caall grize will be awarded for the best one.

FORTHCOMING NATIONAL
BARN OWL SURVEY

This ie still yery such a2t the planning stage. Various
survey msthods have hesn discussed at "Barn Owl Liaisan
Broup" seetings and at a meeting at the Natienal Centre
frr Ornitholeqy. The Barn Dwl i= net an easy bird to
servey: intensive searches are extremely tize consuaing
and almost all the field work must be carried cet by
local study groups {such 2s county ernithelegiral
corieties) on a purely veluntary basis.

The survey methods sust achieve & good compromise
betweer what ic desirable and what ic practical. The
rext survey will probably be cocrdinated by the British
Truct for Ornithelogy and the Hawk and Qwl Trust and
carried out during 1994-96.

Yoluntesrs will be asked to carry out inteasive Barp Owl
guryeys in selecied Skz x Sk sguares agross Brilain,
Broups and proanisations will alse centribute data frea
pxisting study areas.

The Barn Ow! Truet helds pumerous records of sites wsed
by Barn Dals, Whilst we feel it is desirable for dats
to be ponled we will respect cite confidentiality,

More ness in nexi issue,

THE BARN OWL TRUST

EXCLUSIVE FIRST DAY COVER
‘THE GREEN ISSUE"

FIST DAY COVER - THE BARN OWL TRUST
P Bger Wineerioas AchBurson Deon TQF3 7HY

FIRST DAY COVER

In Septesber 1992 Covercratt of Kent issued a First Day
Cover festuring staaps frce & Blue Peter Environsent
Design Cospetition and a painting by wildlife artist
Trevor Buyer. The cover has a special Barn Del Trust
post mark applied by the Roys! Mail for the first day of
issue i5th Septesber 19%2: The Trust receives a
percentage of each sale. MWe have a lisilted number of
thece covers left. A set of 4 stamps and postmark costs
£5.58, and one stasp the "Bird of Hope® is £3.B0,
Frices include postage and packing in the UK - please
add £1.25 pverseas.

THE EBIRDS AND OUR FOSTER SCHEME

The Trust currently has 44 osls in residence, including
4 Little Owls, 1 Long Eared Dul, & Tawny Oxls and 13
Rarn Owlz. MNope of pur recident hirds ars saitable for
release into the wild and becasuse of the increzasing
nusber of Barn Dmls in captivity (see Feedback & 91/9%)
wp are increasingly being acied to teke unwanted birds,
In order to keep coms aviary space free for injured end
cosvalescing birds, the Trust has worked with several
voluntesrs in South Devon i provide long ters homes fer
soge of these peraanently captive birds, The volunteers
srovide an aviary of a high standard built tothe
Trust's cpecifications, undertete the feeding and care
of the birds, and pake regular reports to the Trust on
the owls progress. AL the birds l’VﬂIVEu rezain the
esponsibility of the Truest,
Ef ective way to deal responsi
preportion of the increasing nusber f healthy Birds in
need ¢f a goed heme and is currently being expanded
{siosly, due to the limitsd respurces available for work
of this kind). IF you are interested I providing a
long tera hoae for non-breeding Barn Ouls, plesse write
to the Trust stating why and giving details of the ares
you would went to comstruct your aviary im In the
interests of the birds we arz unlikely te consider 2ny
area where dizturbance is lirely to oceur due to humans,
rachinery, asimals etc, or where regular sonitoring by
the Trust is not possible.
The Trust is advicing that Barm Owl keepers should
ciively prev~1t their birds #ros breeding, unless good
hﬂae: or places on licensed release scheses are

ygilahle,
T IHE BARN OWL TRUST
DOES NOT OPERATE
A VISITOR CENTRE.




MEW LEGISLATION CONTROLLING
RELEASE OF CAPTIVE BRED BARN
CWLS WILL INCREASE THEIR
EHANCES OF SURVIVAL

IT 1S-KOR ILLEGAL TO RELEASE BARN OHLS INTO THE ®WILD IN

BRITAIN WITHOUT A LICENCE FROM THE DEPARTMENT DF THE
ENYIRDNMENT (DOE)

On 4th Noveaber 1992 Lord Sirathclyde, Under Secretary
for the Environaent, announced the addition of the Barn
Dnl to Schedule 9 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act
1981, making it illegal to release birds into the wild
uithout & licence from the DOE. Thic legizlation was
net introduced tc stnp the release of captive bred Pars
Owls, but rather tc ensure that relpase schepes were
well considered, planned and sonitsred. The large
nugbers ef Barn Cwls in captivity, and the ease with
nhich they breed coupled with the decline of the wild
population has led (over the past § years or so! to a
dramatic increase in the nusbers of captive hred Barn
Owls released ints the wild. Many of ihese birds were
sigply "let go”, placed into buildings and expected to
stay thare, or released into areas unabie to suppor
thea. Kost of these birds starved to death very
guickly.

Back in Novesber 1991 the DOE convened the first seeting
of what was io becosp the *Barn 0wl Workisg Sroup?
{BOWE}. This group brought together representztives
trom the Barn Dal Trust, British Bird Council, British
Bul Breeding and Release Schese {BDRARS), DGE, Farsing
anc Wildiife Adviscry Group (FWAB), Hask and Owl Tryst,
doint Nsture Censervation Cosmittes {INCTY, Roys!
Seciely for the Frotection of Birds (RSPD) and Rayal
Socisty for the Prevention of Cruslty to Aniesls
{RSPCAY. The Werking Group have eet frequently during
the past year to producs & °Code of Practice" and adviss
on a licensing systes, to give released Barn Ouls the
best possible chance of survival and allow the
gonitoring of reintroductisn as a canservatien too
the species. The agdition of the Barn Dxl tc Bc
has received almost unanisous support.

# fundzpentzl problem with sany of the release
that have given cause for concern ic their assu
that & captive bred Farn Q) and 2 wild Rarp Ow
sazme, they zay he the sage species bub there th
similarity ends. Barn Dwl Trust Leatlet Mo, 7 "Captive
Osl, Wild Owl - Acknawledge the Difference®, ang Rosie
Haine's article below addresc thie,

PUTTING SURVIVAL IN HUMAN
TERMS, by Rosie Waine

In the light of the recent addition of the Barn Ou! to
Schedule 9, T felt it pight be vseful o euplore the
iszue of survival in the wild in mars humen terss
enable a betler underctanding of sose
natural sortality rates aponget birds
wild are sc high.

fowild owlet has a fledging pericd in
"street-sise” and fit, esd to strengthen it'c suscles
fer flight while it's parentc go sbout the i*u“x-e=5 ot
providing it’s meals. Before gainine tatel independenze
it has ventured oatsicde and learned a bit about it's

[ h"f’

which to hepnse
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surraundings and the vagaries of the weather. This say
gnly add up to a aatter of a few short weeks in human
teras, but the experience gained at this stage of it's
developaent is vital to it's survival,

Ar adult Barn Owl in an established territery spends the
sajority of each 24 hours sleeping. It mazy never fly
for “pleasure”. With yotng te support it's excursions
tor food will te such sore frequent, but outside the
breeding season it will spend many la:zy hours in repese.
This is not laziness in any slothful human sense of the
word, but mare a matter of emergy conservation - the
gore food it neede the eore energy it erpends to get it
and the more energy it expends the aore food it needs,
This rapidly beccaes a downward spiral when 2 series of
hunting forays are unsuccessful,

Kow do you begin to appreciate the vicious circle that
awaits the captive bred Barp 0wl that has just been
released froz it's aviary? OCne mosent it sits in
gecurity, ready-killed feod at its feet - the next it's
cn its own.

To make soae attespt to appreciate it's problem in husan
terms, izagine feeling hungry and having to jeq to the
shops in an area unfepiliar to you, To your advantace
you have a huge range of potentially pourishing food
stuffs to choose fros and they arz sitting on a shelf
kaiting far you. Yeou know which food will be most
rourishing accerding to your circusstances,

Furtheraore, yos understand the weather and know you
aust keep warz and dry. The captive bred Barn Dwl, op
the other hand, dees not necessarily have any esperience
of bad weather. [t has 2 limited range of seitable pray
iteze lo choose from and they are all trying to run
away. It ic not inclined te scavenge and is unable tz
gare an inforged cheice about what to bother chasing,
Every time it sakes & sistake it wastes precious
streagth and erergy,

fis cay a 382 kilograzm human heing you eay teke a sonth
or =o to waste away, and you therefere have 2 longer
time span ip which tc make mistakes and learn by
experience, Scaled dows to 2 3BR grem Barn Dwl you
nould have a few srant daye in which to get it right.
Some 704 of wild Barp Oulc perish ip their first year
ggainst the odds that Mature puts up, A#dd to these the
handicaps that 1 heve mentioned and you will see that 2
captive bred Barn Ol simply "let go" iz facing & very
clim chance indeed of surviving.

felease into the wild can work - but 1t is vitsl to
provide the individual bird with the tise in which to
gain strength and experience and also net to put eutrs

pressure op wild Barn Dwls already living in an arsa,
his can only be assured where careful preparation ant
plenning takes place,
R
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REINTRODUCTION REFORT

In 1929 the Trust publiched the first ever report of
reintrodurtion results for Barn Ouls in E'l_nlﬂ;
covering the period 1996-88 inclusive. ce L9858 the
Trust has fontinged to operate ite release 5'Heme in
order tc further ressarch its-effeciivensss., ¥e now
have the resultz frem a & year period covering 19846-91
and will chortly publish thece in a new report,




NEW LERAFLETS

The Trust's range of information leaflets is currently
being updated to include references to latest research
and recent legislation. During this updating procese we
are aiso revising the headings and design. Severzl new
ieaflets have been produced during the yesr following
repeated requests for informatien on specific tepirs.
The le2flets now include a nes MNo.12 "Accosandation for
Permanently Captive Bern Owls®, an-ares we now fesl
chiiged to cover because of the huge sumbers of captive
Barn Owls, the varying =tandard of accossodation and the
resuiting welfare probless. Me also now have leaflets
No,27 "Tawny Owi Nesthoxes" and Mo.28 "Guidelines for
Buardizns of ¥1ld Barn Guwl Sitec”., The latest addition,
¥o.29 "Breeding Control for Captive Bred Barn Qule®, has
besr groduced in response Yo the increase in npugbers of
captive bred Barn Owls in Britais.

The revised leatlets mill be availsble fros the Trust
froe Januery 1993, Please enclese a large GAE,

i Habitat for Barn Duls,

2. Rough Grassiand Management,

i Indoor Nesibow [ezign.

4, Gutdoor Hesthor Deziga.

5 The "WANTED" Foster.

&, ¥hy Release Barn Dwls?

7. Eaptive Dwl - Wild Duly Acknowledge
the difference,

8. A Local Barn Dwl Survey,

g I fplzaze Site Selsctiecn,

B, % Relesce Site Preparation,
11, 1 The Lang Tery Releass.
z

1Z. Roooomndation for Permansatly Caphive
Barn Quls,

13, Feeding Barn Quls.

14, Breedisg in Ceptivity,

15 Rirgs far Barn Owls.

16, ¥ Release Night Procedurs.

17, t The Young Clutch Relesse.

18, © Post Release Care.

19. ¢ Poet Release Rerard Fers,

28, Peilet Amalysis,

21, Rat Paisons and Other Hararde.

22, Rarn fenversions - Pravisions for Quls,

23, Sexing Barn Owls,

28, Further Rezding.

25, Captive Barn Owls in Britain - the
Situatian.

25, Search Procedurz for Bulldings.

27, Tawny Ds)l Mesthoyes,

28, Sulue5xne= for buardians of Mild Harp

! Sites,
aile Breeding Control for Captive Barn Owls,

t These leafleis are intended to assist peeple invelved
uith the releaze of capiive bred Barn Dwls for which a

icence i required from the Department of the
Environment, They are not relevant to those saking
genaral enguiries.

There i= no charge for the inforgation leaflets or the
Trust'e advisory service. However, the Barn Owl Trust
is tctal‘f dependant or valustary contributions o
finance it'c work and dorztions tomards running costs
are very welcoss,

LEO

In duly 1992 w= received our first Long Eared 0wl
tasualty, found in the Dunsford area. The bird had a
cospound fracture ot the right humserus, which was
tperated on and pinned at the Plyeouth Veterinary
Hospital, Unfortunately the break did not eend
cuccessfully and the wing had to be resaved. Leo, as he
is now known, is resident in the "kitches aviary” mkich
se shares with 2 Tamny Owls, 3 Barn Owls apd a Little
el and has adapted well to his disability,

YISIT FROM THE DEFARTMENT OF
THE ENVIROMMENT

In Moyeaber 1992 three meshers pf staff fros the
Depertment ef the Envircnpent "ildlife Sectien
the Barn Owl Trusi for teo daye to s2e 3t fi
sucrestful Barp Owl release site apd tall asou
release of captive bred Barn Owls into the wild. David
fshwcod and Manoy Jones coze from the Wildlife lireneing
Department 2t BOF and will be responsible for assessing
apglications end issuing licences o would-he relsaczers.
The third visitor, Nick Williage, is Head of DOE
Rildlife Isspecicrate. His Inspectors will be visiting
Bzrn Qul release licence holders.
Their first day in Bevon wWas spent with our Conservation
Dificer visiting 2 Barn Dwl Trust release site. Release
volupteers David ard Angle Vandervlist gave up a great
degl of time to answer questions fros the DOE staté,
giscuse the releasz, and to go through the relesse site
records.
During the evening the DOE attended a talk and slide
show giver for the Kingskerswell Natural History Socieby
hy David Rawsden {Conservation Dfficer) where they hesrd
out the decline of the species, conservaticn geasures
the relationship between the bird and its environaent
end an outline of the work of the Trust.
The fpllowing day coincided with the announcezent in
Londen of the addition of the Barn Ow! to Schedule 9 of
the Wildlife and Couniryside Act and resulted in an
apoearance on BRC Speilight for David Ashwecd and
Frances Ramsden., The camerasan also sanaged soae very
pice shets incide an aviary of sose of the Trust's
resident Barn Owle and Tawny Owls and even Bhandi the
pn* gat! The resainder of the day was spent working
through the necessary docuasnts which atcompany the
licensing procedure to try end ensure that the schesz
rung efficiently and effectively and to the benefit of
all the birds cencerned,




INTERNATIONAL NEWS

During the year we have been comsunicating with Barn Oul
uorkers in other parts of the world Yo increase our
knowledge and to share inforsation.
Brinzal, Spain

BRINZAL
These coasuzicatiens have reselted in the return to
England of Inigo Fajerdo fros Brinzal, Madrid, Spain's
only specialist ow! hospital. Inigo first visited the
Barn Owl Trust in Septeaber 199@ and spent 1D days
living and working with us. In 199! money from Brinzal
and Collserolla 18 {Barcelone) made it posesible for
Trust representatives to visit Spain.. In Septesber 1992
Inigo returned to England, this tize for a stay of tws
gnd & half sonths. Duripg this visit he has entered
inte &1l aspects of the Trust's work, accompenied us in
IMCC Barp Owl lisison Broup eeetings, DOE Barn Oul
Horking Brous Mestings and the British Wildiife
Rehabilitation Council Sympesium. He gave 3
presentation on the work of Brinzal at the Trust's AGH
in Bctober 1992, He has zlsc visited the RSFCA ¥ildlife
Rehabifitation Units in Morfolk and Somerset, the Hawd
Conservancy at Andover and the Wildfow! Trust at
Slimbridge. Brinzal’s aain work iz owl rehabilitation
but they are increasingly concerned with conservation
znd educatioen. Inigc has travelled widely to create
interpational linke and cooperatien. Hiz efforts hels

ue to maintain a ¢lebal as well ac a local perspective.
0n & far acre down-to-earth level we have of course
introdured Iniga to Deven Crees Teas and fish and chips!
Inigo writes sbeut the work of Brinzal on page 8,
ST

COMCER, Spain i s

oycu®
Coordinador & ¥acional de Centros de Receperacion, or
CONCER as it is mors cosmonly known, operates i Spain
to coordinate and support the work of the £3 groups
involved in wildlife rehabilitation in the country,
Earleta Viada, secretary, is the force behing CONCER and
her efforts have resulted in guarierly newcletters and
requiar eeetings to eichange ideas and inforsztion. In
Septeaber 1992 Carleta approached the Barn 8wl Trust for
advite on the analysis of data for the first ever
Soanish Bern Gsl Reintreduction Report. iInigo Falards
ef Brinzal, a CONCER group mesber, is currently staying
with the Barm Owl Trust angd assisiing the Trust in its
cosaunication sith DONCER.

Department of Natural
Resources, Iowa

‘J%

Correspandence with Bruce Ehresman of the Departaent of
Natural Respurces, State of Iowz (USRI, describes the
Barn 0wl in Igwa ac "endangered and rarely seea® with
pnly oas necting pair recorded between 1587 and 199¢ by
Iﬁﬁ& Departzent of Natural Resaurces and lowa
Driithologics? Union.  Bruce does oo on to say “The fact
wild Barn Dwls have chown up where I live (which
incidentally is very "poor® Barn Ox] habitat) may
indicate more Barn Owls exist in Iowa than we are able
to find*. Between 1983 and 87 with State support they

released 423 captive bred Barn Owls stateside in lowa
with no apparent positive effect on the population,
Radic teleaetry indicated 2 high scrtality with the
primary cause of death being predation by Great Horned
Ouls followed by road deaths.
They felt road deaths could be reduced by providing mere
areas of grassland for foraging away fros roadsides but
that there was no good sethod for preventing the
predation problee, as Breat Horned Owls are found
virtually everyshere in Iowa and are sost likely te be
found in the same habitet as Barn Ouls,
They alse put out about 282 boxes which proved
unsuccessful, with ecst boxes being taken over by
pigeons, Unfortunately since 1987 State sfferts to help
Barn 0wl conservatien have been asinimal in lowe. Bruce
Ehresaan has, however, continued his work fros his hose
ang has a free fiying #ild male Barp O8] visiting a
resident disabled fesale in his barn, they are currently
paired and the fesals ic sitting on egss.
To sum up the situation in lowa he says *Pressntly, at
the DNR level, we are kesping records where Eq 7 Oul
sightings BECHF and ento
predater-proot nesthones where Barn Dwls are ceen. This
pethod is warking well in other states and would
prebably werk in Iowz if se could dedicate more
studying sites where Barn Osls are zeen and
#ith landosners i
managesent praciic
which rely heavily an of
say "1 2a glad to se2 you emphasi
hakitat pansgement as t 1
Rarp Ouis and benefiting
fesl pur best togl for in
educating the public and
care ennugh sbout raptors t
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HISSES-AT-TOES
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"Hizses al Tees” or
firs favourite with everyose at the

apmd
County Show. The
derzted by Mary D




BARN WOLS by David Webb

Father telephoned to say that a jusble sale is
advertised in Ashburton to raise funds to "Save the Barn
Owl". I thought “We'Il have ccae of that"., For once we
were organised and arrive on time, sort through the
iusble and snap up the dozen desijohns on sale, Hand in
our naee and addrocss and leave contented in the notion
that we will no more get some Barn Owls than start
flying ourselves. However, true to his word David
Rapeden of thz Barn 0wl Trust telephoned to arrange @
site visit,

We have an old stope built barm - one szall probles - we

live in 1Y, It seemed fair, therefore, that we should
give at least part of our loft back to the Wols. David
awarded nine out of ten as an "Owl House™ - the minus
peiat being the overall height of only four fest in the
loft, This made it most suitsbls for 2 young clulch
relesse,  He said thet we would hear from his in due
course, In the seantiee we chaould organize breskfast
for osls or is it tea? We'll believe it whes se ses
thea.

I eventually got round to phoning the hatchery to book

one gay’'s rell of day old chicks - sz probles, turned up
on the appropriate day and collected a fertilicer bag
tied vp at the mect - not at all gruessze - yet! ALl =e

is pack the chicks into bags of ten ready
Barbara joins in after saying "1

have te do now
for the freerzer.

can't", We run out of freezer hags but sanage to invent
5008,

Now wa're ready - sit back and wail for our white fluify
friends., G4#LS? I ces po ewlc. Eventually, one night
the phene rings, it's David Rassden, o say that our
owls are ready and #ill arrive at the end of the wesl -
is everything ready? 1 said, “Vesh Yesh Mo prebles®
{1iar}.

Mow what? Hell, xe've got the grub, but no house -

aesthbores, we haven't even sectioned off the 1oft yet,
In fact we have qu:te successfully done nothing yet, 2=
ustal., After ell eight eenths isn't very leng ...,
First things first - we have two weeks holiday plunncd
for June, better chech thet our neighbours aboyt 2
getres away are prepared to ow! sit as wsll as dﬁg 51&.
"You know you're quite happy to give Mutley muesli for
dogs whilst we're on holiday". *Yes, of course". “How
do you feel about feeding the owls on eight chicks each
day - it only involves a spot of sountaineering to get
inte the left". *0.K." That's a good start.
Mo then - break into a sweat:-
Tea chest with 7" % 4° hole and
22" of loft sectioned off and
Tea chest fixed as high as pc=5ibl
Lut hole in end wall at least 7" x 4"
Tea chects to be fixed in neighbouring barns
(in caze owls decide to move house)
Lhicks to be defrosted
Tes chests haunt my dreans
Friday arrivec - no probles - everything's ready. |
knew two daye was long encugh, It's tize to get ey

feathers ready and learn to fly - ‘cause here they are.
sur comical lesking white birds that hiss at you,

After 2 cosprehensive lessan I owl care iY's tige to
plate thea in their nes hose for which 1 get ten oqut of
ten., Ke give thes a while ie settle in and then serve
brezkfast - at 8pe? Routine soon established eight
chicks to owl residence ta get hissed af,
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They are intriguing, all standing at the hack of the te3
chest performing various cesical anmtics, Body still and
head moving up and down and froa side to side and
cccasionally round and round {really aakes your neck
ache watching thea).

gnother paneguvre is to lean farward with the beak an
inch from the floor peering at you or snapping their
beaks together whilst still hizsing, which in owlish is
probably "why don't you lot shove off and leave us to
breakfast”,

Bs owls are hatched (born) a couple of days apart - one
by one they start losing their Bud Flanagen look-alike

ook, i= a clowe in a fur cozt and start growing proper

tzathers. Socon they loek like proper Baru uxls

Then - all toe zoon - they fly at approxizately two day
intervals - frps the boxes in the loft. lsf We're on
tnliday, of cours

Qur reignbour panics "Hew do I explain that
a left?* FTough!®
th

H?
there are no
wls That is the idea, to release thes
s

l‘l:l

in £
Opourr
- inclugi
happy to sse
They are sti

h

E
ing a neighbcurheod Barn Bul, we
thea flying,
1 flying sbout here trying out different
y raturn to the original bon for breskfast
which is still part of the service, A worthwhile
in conservati
]

are only too

esercise in conservation,

It is becayse of us that these birds becoze endsagered
in the first place, so it 15 down to us to help thes
survive,

"Farn Relc® was writien as 2 light bearted reflection of
a young clutch release of Barn Owls by David and Barbera
Bebb in May 1938 and was originally published in Deven
{ife magezinz. The last os! left their left in Augest
1988, however they have had sightings of Harn fuls
ground their hose sinte then and evidence of a Barn Ow!

» in their neighbouring barn, MNeone of the owleis

at this site have been recoversd.

Lz2lin HMilburn of Lincolnshire has been in touch Hith the
Trust since May 1989, He is seen here erecting a Tawny
Gul nestbox after receivieg Barn Bw! Trust Leaflet
Number 27. We look forward to hearing when the first
tenants aove in.

EABLE WATCHING TRIP TO SOUTHERN SPAIN
For Spring migration 1993, Anyone interested please
contact David ¥ebh (23841 42299




BARN CONVERSION RESEARCH PROJECT

A Tale of Tuwo Owls, Two Years
and Two Conversions
by David Ram=den

The Barn Ol Trust's stand at Devon County Show in May
1991 attracted a loi of attestion and we met many
interesting pecple of whos I resesber one persen in
particular, not because of her heavy Butch accent, but
because Gf her intenticn to demolishk a Barn Owl breeding
site! Six months previcusly scaeone else had "phened
the Trust to say that she intended to convert a barn
with resident Barn Owls and it turned out that the two
locaticns were only 502 actrec apart,

R local suryey revealed that a pair of Barn Osls had
been resident in the ares for over 28 years., The
breeding site (A} consisted of a nesthoy in & Dutch barn
{dee for dessiiticn) 5taﬁdinq pext to old harns used for
roceting which sere due for cosversion to holigay
accomecdation. The rogsting site {B) 508 metres gHEy
toncisted of 2 single old stene barn 6f azdmirahle
properiicns coaplete with Barn Ow! pellets and
droppings,

The twe sites became part of a local study srez - gne of
tuenty being scaitered as part of the Rarn fonversion
RKesearch Froject, To cui g iong story short both sites
were developed this year and provision for Barg Duls was
intarporated into both conversioes, At cite 4 the Dutc
barz was depplizhed but fartunately the owls ctayed and
reested in the provision sade in the adiacent barn. In
spite of all the 2icturbance invelved in the convarsion
of Site & the pair resained! In foril 1992 we raceived
reporte of the aduits flying and screeching arcund the
site but were they breeding? ... YES young owlets were
heard is May but then ... dizaster. In June &2 chacked
the new mesting boy in the loft of the tonversion ta
find four dead owlets, 4 prelonged perigd of wet
kzather waz blased {Barn Dwls cannot hupt effectively in
the rain), e removed the hodies,
Fortunately coon after this the guls laid anather glutch
and have now reared four young which e ringed on 14th
fogust znd obeerved fledging on 4th Dcigher, The
cerversion at roosting site B is pow coaplete and one of
the pair is using the provision made, Bhilst all the
conyereion work was going on the owls remained faithful
to the ares and the provision for owls recoasended by
tha Trust has worked perfectly, Fingere are trossed fcr
next year, Details of the provizion mede can be foup
1n leafiet Na. 3 *Indocr Nesthgx Desi ign" and Ns, 22

Bara Conversions - Provisien for Owls” g

CHEMRING FLC

Chesring PLC, a corporate supporter of the Barn Iw]
Trust, recently vecuested advice to encourage Barn Onls
onte one of their cospany sites in Wiltekire, Davig
Rameden, Conservation D‘f‘cer, vicited the site near
Salichury and discovered that they already had 2
visiting Barn Ouwl. He has zade recomgendations that
resting boxes be provided arcund the site along mith
inproved hunting arezs for the bird{s}.

CAN YOU HELF 2? OR DO YOU
KNOW A& MAN WHO CAaN ?

There are 2 nusber of items that the Barn Dwl Trust
tould desperately de with, but are beyond our present
financial resources,

Digital Scales - to weigh up to 2kg {for weighing birds
Fridge - to fit under werk surface in Bird Rooa

Horight hoover

Plain pzper fax sachips

Laser Frinter or good quality BOT Matri

Filing Cabinet

Desk Top Publisher

b.i.Y. Fouer Tecle,

8.L.R. Carerz and lenses.

If anybady has any cf thess |

3 dopatien towards aay cne of th
pleased to hear fros you.

VISITS TO THE RSFCA

The Trust visited

Rescue Centre in Morfe
Taunton Wildlif
Moveaber. Both Centres are cur
building work to provide impressi
their wildlife rehabilitation s

Tallel, the Siant Barn Owl!, seen here with designer Payl
Adans, hes arcospanisd the Trust to several events
dLr'ng the year an é certainly atiracts attentins, His
arrival en the tep of & car through aist and rain the
Yhole Earth Ghow in Dorset caused quite 2 stirt FBujlt
with recycled nescpaper on & welded steel and wire
frame, Tzllet stande 4.3 feet high and has been speed
tested tc 68aph, Paul al=o produces szaller paper
scuiztures of birds and anizals {such ez the Barn Oul
seen here) and accepis comaissicns.  He worked with the
Trust fros Deceaber 1991 to June 1992 and in addition to
producing Tallet he provided a great deal of art work
inctuding our T shirt decign end two of the latsst card
desigrs. FPaul still helps out fros tise to time, and
has m2de a unique and suth appreciated contribution to
the Trust,
Picture: Plyacuth Mews Pictures,




BRINZAL, MADRID, SPAIN
by Inigo Fajardo

It's likely for sose of you to have heard about Brinzal
betore, the only Spanish centre dedicated exclusively
for owls. Nowadays no other group or centre is working
on owls in Spain at the same level as Brinzal does, and
this is the reason why perhaps, not every step in our
way is done correctly. fctually, we should say that
we're learning more from our eistakes than from any
other source.
Unlike most of British censervation bodies, Brimzal is
invelved in a very different task, rehabilitation.
Hundreds of injured eels are treated annually in Spanish
centres, demanding cares and attentions that we
sozetines can’t offer properly. "This is the issediate
need that we keep fighting for.
Brinzzl was born as the result af the poorly situation
that owls in general were suffering in sost of Spanish
rehabilitation centres, in a country where the
asounts of money given to conservation are saall, Mpst
‘of the efforts that so well seaning people were carrying
put at centrec were desperately dedicated to save the
very and severely endangered species of large eagies and
gammals.
It was easy, and sadly still is, to see Barm, Little,
Scops etc owls kept im unsuitable facilities, without
the minimua requiresents as a sieple ropsting box can
he. Benerally speaking, owls are a forgotten species
for bird keepers and what is sore, even for the general
public, what a difference when cosparing the picture in
England! '
Brinzal decided then to change and stop this, building
up 2 centre only for owls, a place in which a Little Owl
could receive the sase care as if it was an Iszperial
Eagle or a Wolf itself.
- It was npt en eaéy job at a2ll. #e were criticized and
discouraged by lete and lots of people, both scientists
and conservationists, MNew conceptions are not alsays
welcore and in this particular case looking after owls
didn‘t sees to be accepied. Some said that this group
of speries was mat in decline for what our work =as
purposed to bz a waste of tise. Others argued that a
centre only deals with individeals, never with
populations so that once again ocur mork was not worth
while and of course time wasting. However, we'd made
pur ainds and time showed we were right. Six years
later, nearly 282 Barn Owls, eost ef thea wild birds,
have passed through our hands, in 2 region where the
wild Barn Oul population is mc more than 2BQ pairs.
fren't we then talking in tersz of populations?
Since then Brinzal hss always tried to keep in its
guidelines and aiss and to iaprove the situation of
captive owls in Spanish camtres and Bittle by little
we're getting it. MNevertheless, our most iaportant aim
and abjective ic to change pecple’s minds respecting
owls and very specially RBarn Owls and to show thea the
drazatic situation that some species are suffering at
the sorent. Conservation is by all smeans our only
gotivation. 1In order to carry this ocut, our work is
developed with a solid scientific base and credibility.
However, we thought that we needed to iaprove our
experience and knowledge cutside our country becayss
incide of it we were the only cnes engaged in such
gatters and it was necessary to share experiences and
inforaation with sogeone else, mbre experienced beysnd

our frontiers.
fifter a hard tise trying to find out about other similar
arganisations all over Eurcpe, it was very easy te
realize that the Barp Owl Trust was the right one. The
one that could contribute in the best way to our cause.
fn organisation that aight understand how difficult
working without aoney is because Brinzal hasn’t got any
regular incose but at the sase tise a world wide known
arganisaticn with the perfect knowledge ahout our
subject and proved and recognized results.

Barn Oals gods were hopefully with us and we had the
opportunity to visit the Trust and know about sethods,
ideas, eic.

For Brinzal, it eeant a chamge in our guidelines, and
improvements saking possible in a great extent part of
our never reached sbjectives,

To finish with, we would like to say that no matter the
country you work for, Barm Owls will never understand
about frontiers, languages or politics. The fact is
that as leng ac 2 Barn Owl dies in a road no matter if
it is Spanich, English or Chilean, we will have te be
there to fight fer it. The magic in a Barn Owl flying
in nightise with no light other than saunlaght will

ever chake sur hearts!

MOONLIT ENCOUNTER
by Heather Buswell

Bhilst salking sy degs iﬁ ore of the scre reacis corners
of Waterleat on 2 recest agoniit eveaing I was lucky
ensugh te see a3 Barn Gu‘ There he was, perched in
tlassic pose, on the gatepost, apparently watching fer
his sugper.

The dogs being otherwise sccupied hadn't noticed him, so
I was ahle tc creep along the side of the linhay wntil I
was within a few feet of his. The beaa froa sy torch
even picked cut the red glow of his eyes, and there we
beth resained, =motionless, for 2 fes sezonds, the owl
and 1.

Then, without sound or warning he dropped doen over the
kank into the undsrgrowth and disappeared - supper no
doubt! The spell was broken, How msny supposed
hauntings, ! sondersd, were due to nothing more sinister
than a silent white oul?

This unexzpected sighting was especially interesting,
however because pver a pericd of years, several Barp
Oxls have teen released fros ¥aterleat. On each
prcasion they have returned for food for a fairly short
period {one was discovered perched in a gost house!] and
then apparently disappeared fros the local sceme. There
is certainly nc evidence of thes nesting here.

%o was the on! | saw one of those released, perhaps
having taken up residence a little further away, and
returned to hunt, or a wild one? {I couldn't see if he
was wearing a rimgl.

I've cnly =een hiz on that one occasicn sc now 1Mo
wondering if his visit was a ‘cne-off” or whether I jest
happened to he ih the right place at the right time that
night, if he hunts there unseen on a aore regular basis,
A¢ interesting post script to this dncident is that, &
few nights later, a Barn Owl wac heard, but ol seen, in
the meadow below the Trust - perhaps he had cose on a
"flying visit" te the resident Barn Ouls.




TREE OF LIFE

Thank you to those who participated in the Tree of Life
project and provided pledges for the Earth Suemit in Ris
de Janpire in June 1992, The Bars Ol Trust was one of
gore than 323 organisations mationwide that promoted the
project, and 209,082 pledges were raised in the UK,
Internationally 117 countries hecame involved and an
estisated 1,158,800 pledges were raized in total, The
Tree of Life attracted considerzble attentien throughout o
the summit and was the centrepiece of the Biobal Forua
visited by more than half a aillion people over the two
weeks, and 19 heads of state, The Tree was a great
source of imspiration and encouragesent to many
thousands of pesple. Unfortunately there was little
progress aade by World leaders at the Susail towards
talving the World's massive environmests! probless,

The cosbinatics of personal pledging and palitical
lobbying IS powerful and seen as a positive way of
raising the profile of envircnaental coacerns,

To preserve this planet for ocur children it is ep to
each of us, as individuals, to apply pressure and give
support to environeental and copservation issuss and *da
our Bit" te change the world.

Ore such initiative in the UK is the newly forsed Ginbal
Action Plan (§&P} ~ "Eapowering individuals to tate
effective environmental action in the househols,
workplace and coamenity®,

I you have any theughts on this or any other ways of
folleu;ng up this initiative, please send an SPE to

" gap- -UK, PO Box 893, London ES 9RL,

Picture: Hark Edwarde
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BARN OWLS AND BICYCLES

ticharg Chislett from Wiltshire workz for the Nationsl
Grid Company 2nd has erected twe Bars O%) nestboups on

poles on their property. Little Owls tosk up resigesce
in one bex within days and cuccessfully reared 3 brood
of four oslets in 1992, The other box is currently
being used 35 a roost by a Little Owl. Richard was
involved in the release of Barn Dwls during 1992 apd has
taken advice fros the Rarn Owl Trust,

On 12th Gepiesber 1993 Richard and friends will be
organizing the 3rd Annual 1088 mile Cycle Marathon ridden
o & section of t“e Riltshire Cyclesay.

The Bern 0! Trust and Corsham Scouts will benefit 4rpom
this event and although Septesher ceess a long way off,
Richard would like to hsar froe anyone interested gither

in taking pari or pramsting this event.
¥

NOTE: It iz NOT advisable to erect any sori of hoy

within close range of overhead cables or to attach any

box to a pole rarrying overhead wires,
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FUND RAISING

How many ¥ pence pieces can you get in a Seartie tuhe?
Nine year old Rlex Leesen of Balsham collected &3 in his
and sent the Barn Owl Trust £3.15.

Q
touize Beudoy and Alice Dlver {both aged 18) raised {5
for the Trust from their fund raising stall in Lustleigh
thic sueaer, This is the second year that they have
raised funds for the Trust in this way.

The 9h Paignton Brownies raized £207.36 when they
cozpleted gur Sponsared Walk in May 1992, and have
recently adopted their Barn 0w Trust Barn Oel for
another year.

The Oth fnnual Barn Du! Trust Jusble Sale held this year
in Teigamouth raised £188, & great way to recycle
unuanted itess!

A Pie and Pate Supper (with delicisus food and wonderful
hospitality) raised £282-12. Thank you to Judy and
Frank Booth for all their tize and effort in organising
such & pleasurzble event.

A general! knowledge Quiz Night organised by students st
Snuth Dartacor Schoel raized £183-62 ard was great fen.
We hope it will beccme an annual evest. The winning
tese wat awsrded & lovely Merble Trophy made by the
Schoal,

Flag days erganised by voluptzers in Teigneouth ang at
J Sainshury PLC Exeter raized £214-73 and £198-94
respectively.

f very epjoyahle eveat was 3 Ceilidh with a light supper
keld at Marlden 2nd organised by tynne Clarke and
friesds which sade £275-34, ¥ell done Lynng!

Ow) Night at the Ship Inn, Aracuth, reised £429-20,
Thank you to all those whe tought tickets for the grand
draw at this event, lucky winmers from all over the
South West won the thirty four (all alcehal) prizes.
We hope we can encourage acre of you along to Dwl Night
1993 - in fancy dress!

The Sponsored Walk in May 1992 has now raised a total of
£947-26. Thank you to the fish family and to Sharphas
Estate for making this very successful event possible by
inviting us to walk or the Estate,

On Rank Holiday Monday, Jist May 1993, the Flete Estate
hordering the River Erse in the South Hams iz the
location for the Trusts 2nd Sponcored Malk. Mrite this
date in your diaries nes. Our tharks go to Asthony
Hildaay White for allowing us to held the walk at this
beautiful location.

The 2nd Annual Letterbor Walk, organised by Mike Mallsh,
raised £2727-80, This once again proved very popular with
all the participants. Thank you Hike for making it such
a great success.

Thank you very guch to all the volunteer fund-reisers,
whose energy and irmitiative in organising these evenis
for the Trust is very such apprecisted. The Trust is
funded entirely by donations and grarts fer specific
projects and your efforts sake an encregus difference is
cur financial resources. #ell done all of vou.

AMNNUAL BGENERAL MEETING

The 4th Barn Ow! Trust ABM on 2nd October was attended
by approxisately 52 people. Following the business of
the meeting, Inigo Fajardc of Brinzal, Madrid, gave a
presentation on the work of his group aad David Rasstern,
Bzra Del Trust Censervation Officer, gave a presentation
entitied the End of an Era. He talked aboul the
Reintroduction wark of the Tryst, it's invelvesent in
the additics of the Barn Bs! to Schedule § and the pew
licensing systea.

NESTEROX WORKEHOP

A large number of people apelied to attend the Barn Dal
Trust Nestbor Workshop held at the Dart Valley Country
Park ip Mevepher 1992 ang there were many &ove
applitants than places. A second workchop is heing held
in conjuncticn with Tavistock Lonservatiss Project an
?3rd January 1993 and places will be offered initizlly
to those for whom we did net have space in November,
Participants learned about the value of nesthoues for
Barn Owls and where to site them ard then Buill their
our boxes to tahe away.

g IR S !

The Trust attended several events during the year
including the Whole Earth Show in Dorset.
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COMINGS AND GOINGS

In Jure 1992 Simon Roper becase a Barn Owl Trust Trustee
having beem closely involved with the Trust since the
beginning ef 1992, Mike Mallsh and Paul Rdams both
finished their placesents in Jume but have costinued to
do voluntary work for the Trust,

Dean Saurders worked with the Trust cleaning aviaries
froa July to October.

Since September Sarah Smith has been helping out in the
Trust effice for one aoraing a week,

Rackel Huaphrey from Bicton College of Agriculture has
been working full tise en a three month placement froa
Septeaber to Noveaber, cleaning aviaries, feeding the
birds and getting invalvéd in other aspectz of the
Trust's work,

¥e lost Karen Taylor in Septemher 1992 when she aoved
vut of the area after two years of helping out in the
eftice. She is now invelved in veluntary conpservation
werk in Dorset,

[n Gcteber Rosie Waine volunteered to extend her time in
the office to two full days a week, in addition to the
evening that che and her hushand Alac put in,

ADOFPTIONS

18 Barn 0w} Trust Barn Owls have been adopted this year,
raising & total of £340 to support our resident hirds
gnd the Trust's work, The adopticn scheee ic deviced to
allew people to suppart the Trust in & very persomal #ay
and has been running for well over four years. The
adoptien of & Barn 0wl costs £32 per year. #n
introduction to the adopted owl is sent cut with 3
tertificate of adeption and a celsur poster, and is
follored at the end of the year with a further report
about the adopted bird. Anyone perticipating in the
stheme also receives Feedback end a Barn 0wl Trust car
cticker. Several pecple have adonted osls on behalf of
others as unusual gifts for Birthday, Christmas or Thesk
You presents and in these cases we include a Barn Dwl
Trust greeting card,

The Trust s Sponsored Walk in May 1992 wes a

great

success - keep Bank Holiday Monday 31ct May 1993 dree
for the next one on the Flete Estate in the South Hzas,
Devan.

Picture: Andrew Parker
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OWLES THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS

This photsgraph (of Barney and Yelverton) wes taken by
Tim Williams through the ope way viewing glasz {kindly
provided by Andrewarthal in owr hide aviary. Mo uere
delighted to find that sheelcheir azcess built intg the
hide warked well wher we were visited by Friend of the
Barn Ow! Trust David Crew earlier this year.

by
Iliystrations by Paul Ad
everyone Blse who contributed to

ine and Frances
Mary thanks tn
prndu:ticn arg
sl our hard workin

ar“

This Neusletter was produced

Rosie Yai
Ramsden. daze

a
it
distribution. Msny tharks also to
volunteers who make the work of the Trust poscible
tc the Friends that suprert it financially,

He hope you have enjoyed reading thic Nessletter and
that you feel inspired and 2ble to make a perscnal
contributiaon to tonservation and the environzest.
Please continue to support the Barn Oal Trust ag it is
the individual denaticns along with the efforts of
voluntesrs that sake our wark paszible.

Bocd luck and hest wishes, g M
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THIMK GLOBALLY — ACT LOCALLY




SALES GOODS

BARN OWL TRUST T-SHIRTS
AND SWEAT SHIRTS
182% UMBLEACHED COTTON

1, CHILDS T-SHIRT ABCD £5 Al 23" - 28°
2, ADULT T-SHIRT %L only €7 B| 27" - 28°
. " LONG SLEEVED XL cnly £19 C| 3" - 32°
4. SHEAT SHIRY L XL fla D 32" - 34

Also availatle

3. BLACY BHEATS (50% polyester) XL f£14
&, BLALY T-BHIRTS 1827 cotton XL €7
) ,‘ll il

73 A\t
Pestag d ki i i for ites, L, Wik S
cstage and packing please add £f for each itea Y ;f/ h'll\\\\\\\

A Ik
C ARDS £2perpackofé

T-SHIRT / SWEAT SMIRT DESIGN — O

{Blank for your own message) 50p each
Design Aé one colour FULL COLOUR POSTERS
Recycled rard and envelope ]
Please state desigas required when erdering Barn Owl Portrait £2 + £l pip
Four Bwiets ina row  £2 + £l ptp MNEW

Set pf isa posters £3 + £l pip

COLOUR PRINTS
Selection of signed "Baby Oxl® full colour
printz B x 18" by wildlife ariicst Dick Twinney
Indiviguzl orints {unfraped) £i4 each
82t of Six (vrfrased) E52 per sat
frazed Prints £25 sach
8ot of six (framed) £132 per set
Designs available are Barn, Tawny, Litile,
tong Eared. Short Eared and Snowy Delicts

BADGES s50p

Logo or Barn Owl On Ppst

Pencils 30p
Pocket Mirrors £1

Barn COw! Trust Logo or Bara Owl On Post 73es

CAR STICKERS 50p

TRV ool v PR B

Y Please note sith the exception of posters and clothing
¥ there is no additignal charoe for postage and packing,
| However a SAE or @ donation towards the cost would be
appreciated

Le Al Sl 1f you are & Friend of the Barm Os! Trust you will
G ﬁif"bi i i ANRDs autosatically receive a copy of the next nesslefter,
CHRISTIVIAS C A DS i I+ you are not yet a Friend and would like to

receive 2 copy ¢ learn agre about our work, pisase
1 ' H H i 1 3 Ay
Pesign No's 1 - 8 available with Xsas message, write and let us know.
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