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WELCOME TO FEEDBACK

The Barn Owl Trust's aims are to conserve the Barn Owi
and its environment. This issue comes in a year when
despite increasing awareness of the environmental
probless facing the planet, Britain has had an
election caspaign where eavironmental concerss are
alaost coapletely ignored. In June world leaders meet
in Rio de Janeiro for the Earth Summit. It is vital
for the future of the planet and all its species that
they consider how to tackle the huge environmental
probless that exist. On page 7 you can read about the
Tree of Life and how you personally can play a part in
the Earth Suenit. #e all have a responsibility to
pretect and tonserve this planet for curselves, our
children and the creatures that chare it with us, VYou
may feel that it is not possible for anything that you
do to have an effect on the sassive environsental
probless that exist - it does sees that way, but if
encugh people make an effort things car change. Do
what you can - it does make a difference.

This newsletter, the first of two this year, will tel}
you sosething about the Barn Dwl Trust and the work we
do. #e hope that you will enjoy reading it and that
it will encourage you to support the Trust and to
“think globally and act lorally®.

WORRYING BARN DWL DECLINE
IN WEST DEWVON

See page 3
25:h MAY 1992

SPONSORED

FAMILY FUN AND FUND RAISING

To raise funds the Trust has organised a sponsored
walk and piceic to tske place on Bank Holiday Monday
25th May 1992. Starting between 10:88am and 10:3Ram
the walk will go from Toines alomg the old carriage
road into the beautiful Sharpham Estate overlosking
the Dart Estuary. Routes of beth 3 miles and B ailes
have been planned. As an estra point of interest
there will be an opportunity te sasple and purchase
wines and cheeses produced on the estate. Sharphas
Point with its soperb views of the River has been
chosen s the picnic area for those walking the 8 aile
route. Sensible footwear and & picnic lunch are
essential, Dogs on leads are welcoge. The Dwl walk
will start from the Nursery Car Park off South Street,
Non-sponsored participants will be asked to make a
donation of £2 per adult and 5@p per child. For sore
datails please send an SAE.

TRAINING FOR THE ARCTIC HELFPS
BARN OWLS

Two conservationists from the Deven Hildlife Trust,
Simon Roper and fraser Rush, are planning their second
visit to Svalbard an island 625 miles frop the
Norwegian coast, and only BE@ miles from the north
pole, where they intend to photograph its wildlife.
Their trip invelves carrying all their helongings
which means walking with weights in sxcess af 301bs on
their backs often over distances of more than 28 miles
3 day. _

As well as needing to get fit for their trip, Fraser
and Simon are also keen to help the Harn Owl Trust,

" and to satisfy both these goals are intending to take

part in the Sponsored Walk on Monday 25th May - but
with a difference, They intend to complete the B mile
route twice, carrying heavy rucksacks' ‘Anyane
interested in helping them by spomsoring their Barn
Dul walt should contact Gimon Roper an 0392 79744,

THE RELEASE OF CAPTIVE BRED
BARN OWLS IS5 TO RECOME
ILLEGAL EXCEPT UNDER LICENCE.

See page 3
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RELEASE SITE ROUNDUP

The Barn Owl Trust releases Barn Owls in Deven at
splected sites with the help of volunteers. ALl birds
are fitted with British Trust for Ornithclogy (BTD)
rings and detailed records are kept for each site.

Stoke Babriel

This site iz one of two long ters release sites
planned by the Trust in 1991, Two adult birds were
released in fugust when the female was on eggs. The
sale ropsted in the barn after release, and the fesale
hatched two young. At two weeks old they were found
dead in the bax. The male Barn Owl was alse found
dead in the release site, cause unknowm, approzimately
2@ days after release. The female remained at the
site and continued taking food.

Holeuwarthy

A pair of Barn Owls were installed here for & long
ters release, Two attempts io breed failed, and in
September the adulis were released githout young.
Both adults returned to the site and took food for
only 3 days before disappearing.

Chagtard

Five owlets were installed here in May, and by the end
of June all the owlets had fledged and were roosting
away from the boy, although they continued to take
fond through inte fugust.

Chillingston

Four owlets were placed at this site in August. Food
has been taken by the owls throughout the winter and
into April 1992, although the birds are no longer
roosting at the site.

Cullumpton

f brood of four owlets from 2 late hatching were
placed in 2 tree nest box at this site in fOctober.
Fledging coincided with a period of bad weather,
including gales, and two owlets were recovered on the
ground below the box, and transferred tg an
alternative nesthox within the shelier of a barn.
Dulets were seen at the tree nest box wntil aid
Noveaher and tnek food vatil early Decesber. The
aulets in the barn were seen until late Decesber and
continued tsking food until the 28th of that soath,

Tawstock

At thic 1988 long tere release site the adull owls
disappeared cuddenly and the young dispersed
gradeally. In 1991 we placed another pair of ouls for
a further attempht at release, but they were
subsequently removed when a wild Barn Owl appeared in
the vicinity.

The following sites have been used for release in
previcus years and have ouls pregent this year,

Hollowcoabe

This 1984 release site produced a brood of six owlets
tast year. Four fledged successfully bringing the
total of owls fledged from this site to forty {five.
One owlet was found dead in a field in March 1992,
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nine apnths after ringing.

Dunsford

# pair of owls were released fros here in 1987, After
breeding successfully each year since release, and
double brosding in 1998, only one owl wWas present at
the site in the 1991 breeding season. In Deceaber
1991 the adult male was found dead on the ASB dual
carriageway, four years and six gonths after release,
approximately dka from the release site. & single oul
was seen at the site in January 1992,

Hogdland

This is a 1987 long tera release site where Barn Qwls
pred in the spring, and disappeared early the
following summer. Sightings of owls stopped at the
end of 1988, but at the end of 1990 a Barn {wl
appeared and began using the barn again. Ten Barn
Dwls were seen roosting in the barn during the suaser
of 199 and in April 1992 a Barn Okl was seen flying
out at dusk. Arrangesents have been made to put up
nestboxes on neighbouring farsland.

Bigton

Rarn: Dwls were released here in 19B8 and owls have
been present since this time, although BTD ringing of
owlets has proved very difficull as the birds are
using inaccessiblie nest sites.

Yealgpton
# 1988 young clutch release site - Barn Owls bred here
in 1998, 1991 and currently have 3 eggs.

Honiton

This site was used for a young clutch release in 1989,
fs a result a breeding pair was successfully
ectablished and breeding occurred in 1999 and again in
1991 when two owlets were ringed,

Wopdbury Salterton

Thie is a 1989 long ters release site where breeding
occurred in 1991 and three owlets were ringed. In
fpril 1992 two adults were seen in the building and
flying around in the vicimity. :

Branscoabe

At thiz 1989 long term release site the adults reared
tec broods of owlets in the release year and a further
two broods in both 1998 and 1991 - a total of nineteen
owlets. In February 1992 an adult sale was found dead
at the release site. One Barn Ol was seen at the
cite during March.

Ratiery
A young clutch was released from this site in 1989,

occasional sightings have been reported both here and
at another 1987 release site within one mile. A Barn
owl is being seen with increasing frequency at this
site,

Kenn

At thic 1998 young clutch relesse site Barn Ouis have
stayed, They bred and reared five owlets in May 1991
and 2 further four in September. Owls have resained
at the site during the winter and we hope they will
breed agaip this year.




NATIONAL BARN DWL LIAISON

The National Barn Owl Lisison Group (BOLG),
coordinated by the Ipint Mature Conservation Committee
{JNCC), meets biannually to discuss the latest
research and conservation issues relating to the
species. Group seabers are drawn from national bodies
involved with Barn Owis and include the Rarn Owl
Trust, British Trust for Ornithology (BTO},
Representatives froe Edinburgh University, JMCC the
Royal Society for Protection of Birds {RSPR) and the
Hawk and Owl Trust {HOT). In 1991 this group wrote
the Departsent of the Environment (DOE) suggesting the
addition of the Barn Owl to Schedule 9 of the Wildlife
and Countryside fct., #s a result the DOE convened a

Barn Owl Warking Group (BOWG) in November 199% with
representatives fros the BOLS and other bodies to
discuss issues relating to the release of captive bred
Barn Dwls and make recommendztions to the Minister
reqarding schedule 9,

LICENSING 8F BARN OWL RELEASE SCHEMES

In February 1992, David Trippier, the then Minister
for the Environsent, announced that the Barn Owl would
indeed be added to Schedule 7, making it illegal to
release Barn Owls except under licence. This is will
come inte effect when the addition is sade and is
Iikely to he in the Autusn this year (1992} and
should not atfect people releasing birds this year.
The BOE's Wildlife Division at Tollgate Howse, Houlton
Street, Bristel, BS2 ?BJ, will be the body responsible
for the issue of lirences and we advise anyone
involved in the release of Barn Gwls to contact BGE
and request a copy of the Code of Practice and licence
application fora.

The BOE Barn sl Horking Group iacludes
representatives from Barn Bwl Trust, British Bird
Council, British Owl Breeding and Release Scheae,
British Trust for Ornithelegy, DOE, Faraing and
Wildlife Advisory Broup, Haek and Owl Trust, Joint
Nature Conservation Committee, Royal Sncisty for
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals and The Royal Seciety
for the Protection of Birds. The group has been
working together to produce the Eode of Fractice for
release operators which will be issued with licence
application forms. Licence conditions will include
B10 ringing fer all Bara Owls for release, agherence
.to the Code of Practice, diligently kept records and
an end of year report for each release site operated.
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It is hoped that these measures should help to prevent
the widespread and indiscriminate fand largely
unsuccessful)} release of caplive bred birds whilst at
the 'sase lime encouraging those that take release
seriously to ring their birds, keep good records and
assess the long term value of their work,

In March David Ramsden, Barn Owl Trust Conservation
Officer, gave a presentation on release methods,
sonitoring and results to the BOWG.

The DOE is currently compiling a list of names and
addresses of people wishing to receive a copy of the
Code of Practice and/or a licence application fore
when the legisiation coses into effect later in the
year.

WORRYING DECLINE IN WEST DEVON

An intensive search of 27 square %ilosetres between
Sourton and Liftondows has revealed a rapid decline in
Barn Dwl ausbers and distribation since 1983, At the
time of the last National Barn Dul Survey {1983-85)
there were 14 locations within the 27 square kas where
regular Barn Owl sightings were reported - currently
there is only 1. There were 14 occupied ropsting
sites - now there are oaly 3. There were 4 sites
where Barn Owls used to breed - currentiy there are
none.

Mo obvious cause for the decline iz apparent. The use
of rat poisons has not increased drapatically., Most
of the traditional roasting and breeding sites are
still available. Foraging areas look average ito good
with some areas of very prey rich rough grassland.
Unfortunately tws of the remaining three rooste are
likely to be lost soon as a new AJR dual carriageway
is now under construction and passes within 388 aetres
of the sites. BRarn Ow! Trust studies in the region
have shown that &2% of all known Barn Owl mortality
poours on major roads.

The Barn Oul survey was coemissioned by Devon County
Council acting as agents for the Department of
Transport as part of an eavironmental iepact study of

‘the A3B. The Council also paid for the erection of 18

Barn Dwl nestboxes, put up by Barn Owl Trust staff
juet over 1 ka froa the new road.

It is hoped that the new nesthorec will encourags
surcessful breeding away from the new road which say
help offset the inevitable increase in road sortality
once the new AJ@ dual-carriageway is opened.

Human residents along the route of the gld A3R are no
doubt pleased that the juggernauts rumbling past their
front doors will be diverted eisewhere. The fou
resaining Barn Cwis resident along the new route are
blis=fully unamare of the danger posed by fast
traftic,

RIMNGING

buring 1991 Yeith Srant and David Ramsden have BT
ringed 95 Barn Owls for the Trust, 32 captive bred
Rarn Dwls for release, 2% owlets at previous vears
release sites and I3 owlets at wild sites.




BARN CONVERSIDN RESEARCH FROJECT

In April 1990 the Trust begas a 3 year Research
Project to find out shether conversion of barns into
human #wellings is a cause of Barn Owl decline, The
project is now entering its Jrd year and is
progressing well. Although it is too early to predict
the resulis a great deal has already been achieved.
799 btuildings and hollow trees are currently being
requiarly monitored in areas where Barn Conversions
are taking place. The Trust's Conservation Gfficer,
Davi¢ Ramsden, said "Me are extresely concerned that
the loss of individual Barn Owl breeding sites is
having 2 very disruptive effect on local farn Owl
populations even where alternative sites exist®,

& Ind year Interia Report has been compiled for
sponsors of the Project which is likely to be extended
intn a fourth year after which a full report will be
produced and published.

NESTBOXES

Children fros the Asburton Match Group have been
making nestboxes for Barn Owls and for seall birds
with the Trust. The Rarn Owl boxes have been used in
North Devon. Thirty six seall bird boxes were grected
at Wateripat last suseer and BTG ringers checked the
boses with the children and found Pied Flycatchers,
Nuthatches, Blue Tits, Breat Tits and Robins. Another
twelve hozes have been erected during Hinter 1991/%2.

BRITAIN 'S GARDENERS LIKE BARN OWLS

In futusn and Winter of 1991 we were swasped with
enquiries about tree nesthoxes for Barn Owls following
2 sgall ites in BBC Gardeners World Magazine.

Hundreds of habitat and nestbox leafiets were sent out
by the Trust and we hope that a fair proportion of
thes reselted in bowes being put up throughout the
country.

THE SPANISH CONNECTION

Last year the Trust received donations fros twa
Spanish conservation bodies, Brinzal in Madrid and
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Cellserpila in Barcelona to enable representatives
fros the Barn Owl Trust to visit Spaip and distuss
practical conservation and eduration work. David
Rapsdes, Harn Owl Trust Conservation Gfficer, gave 2
presentation about the Spanish excursion and probleas
faced by Spanish conservation workers, at the Trust's
AGN in Septeaber 1971, Both Brinzal and Eoliserolia
are planning to send representatives to England io
visit and work with the Barn ODwl Trust during 19%2.

THE BIRDS

We turrently have 41 ouls here, all but 4 are
peraanent residents including 3 Little Dwls, 7 Tauny
fwls (one of which will be released) and 29 Barn Owls
{orly three of which are suitable for release and
would stand any chance of surviviag). #n increasing
nugber of the Barn Owls we are asked to take are
raptive bred birds, either unwanted birds or "welfare
cases’, and are not suitable for release. The welfare
probless we are now encountering are likely to
escalate dramaticatly during the next few years and
discussione with other Barn Owl workers indicate that
we @ay shortly reach the same stage with Barn Owls in
Britain that we have with cats and dogs - where
healthy creatures are being pul down because not
enough suitable hoaes are available. In Feedback
Nugher & (1991/92) we described the captive Barn osl
situatian in Britain and the huge captive population
{now estimated at 25,880}. The Trust is advising that
Barn Owl keepers should actively prevent their birds
from breeding, unless good homes or theroughly
researched release sites, (licensed schemes when
Schedule 7 is implesented} are available,

In order to prevent the Trust becoming swamped uith
Barn Owls and to keep aviary space free for imjured
and convalescing birds, the Trust has worked with
several volunteers in South Deven to provide long tere
homes for sope of these permanently captive birds,

The volunteers provide as aviary of a high standard
built to the Trust's specifications, and undertake the
feeding and care of the birds, and naking regular
reports to the Trust on the opls progress. All the
birds involved. continue to belong to and reaain the




respensibility of the Trust. This schese is seem as
an effective way to deal responsibly with at least a
progortion of the incressing rusber of healthy hirds
in need of 2 good home and is currently being expanded
t{siouly, due to the limited resources available far
work of this kind}. If you are interested in

providing a long ters hosme for non-hreeding Barn Owls, 2

please write to the Trust stating your reasens for
wanting te do so, and giving detaiis of the area you
dould want Yo construct your aviary in. In the
interest of the birds we are unlikely to consider any
area where disturbance is likely to sccur due to
hugans, eachinery, anisals efc. or where regelar
aonitoring by the Trust is npt possible,

BREEDING HIDE

Dne of the aviaries buiit for the Trust by the British
Trust for Conservation Volunteers {(BTCY) in March 1991
was designed for a Broeding pair of Barn Dwls and had
3 hide constructed to enable breeding behaviour to be
easily observed. This was used by the RSPR during the
1991 breeding seazson whilst working on their Rarn Ou)
file. During the winter the mest site area has been
conpletely rebuilt by Mike Hallsh and we now have what
appears to be a traditionz] stone barn wall top with
owl hide entrance. A sheet of one way glass has been
donated to the Trust by Andrewartha to enable the ouls
ta be viewed pasily frop within the kige.

BIRD ROOM

The caravan, shich until recently housed the Trust's
office, has begun its transformation intc 2 bird rooam,
In fact, it rurrently has cenvalescing Little Owl
and & duckling resident. At present the faciiities
are extresely basic, but thanke to a recent donation
fres the Jean Sainshury Charitable Trust and the
efforts of volunteers we will shortly have it fully
equipped and completely aperatisnal.

WILDLIFE AT WATERLEAT

Throughout the winter we have maintaised 5 bird tabies
ard ¥ bird feeders and currently have a very large
saall bird population, some of which se hope will use
the nestbexes we have providad in the ares. Being at
the top of & sheltered south east faring valley with a
good aix of woodland and farsland we attract a variefy
of species including sisking; pied flycatchers,
spatted flycatchers, dippers and grey wagtails.

Before dusk the wild Tawny Dwls start talling and are
answered by the captive birds hare, it is pot unusual
to walk out of the office in the evening and see a
wile Tawny Oul on & telegraph pole or a tree. The new
gind in the "pocket hapdierchief mature recerve” has
sttracted frogs and tcads, and we look forsard tg
seeing it hecome pore established ac the year

87 BOresses,

Rird tables increase your
tacal bird population

NEWS

Laurel Hanna, 3 Zoclegy Student froe Edinburgh
University who visited the Trust in Dotober 1991 to
take blood samples for her Barn Owl gemetics study,
should complete her research work later this year,
Studentc from South Dariesor School, Ashburton,
visited the Trust in to hear about its work and to
prosote copservatlon werk within the comeunity. The
scheol is planming a genera] knowledge qeiz i
Septesber to reise fupds for the Trust and is
designing and making 2 first prize trophy of Ashburton
Markle. 8uiz tesms are welcose ang should contact the
Trust for gore details.




RECYCL ING

The goot news on the recycling front is that the Trust
has used it's grants fros Teignbridge District
Council's Environsental Awards and the Shell Better
Britain fampaign to buy a shed. After eany telephaone
calls, letters and a lot of footwork, Mendy Board made
contact with Cavalier Portable Buildings of Cornuall,
who delivered and erected an 8 x 12° ched for the
£483 we had availabie. This has provided us with a
guch needed centre of operations for the recycling
project.

Mewspaper recvcling has continued and raised £59.16
for the Trust in the past year. This represents aboul
7395kg, or appronimately 33,808 papers which would
have cthermise would have been dusped in landfill
sites, He have now found a company that will recycle
otd telephone directories. A big thank yoa must go te
Mewton Rbbob Racecourse who have provided storage
spate in the fors of a stable, where we also store
saper for recycling.

The market price for alusinium cans has dropped during
the year. Recycling of aluminiue cans apd foil has
raised £83,43 for the Trust since September 1991, all
due to the efforts of volunteers.

SWER NESTBROXES

In March 1992 GHER presented 58 Barn Ow! boves tp the
Trust most of which will be used for the Barn
Conversion Research Preject. The Devon Bat Broup also
received 38 bat bowxes as part of this SHEB/Faraing and
Wildlife Advisory Group (FWAG) initiative. For
further inforpation of Bais contact Mrs George
Bempent, Vincent Wildlife Trust/Devon Hat Group, £fn
faigrton Ioo. Tolaes Resd, Paignton, Zevon,

FUND RAIBING EVENTS

The Barn DWl Trust is & Registered Charity and it
funded zlmost entirely by donations and grants far
specific projects. Fund raising svents for the Trust
are organised by volunteers and we would like o thank
gveryone for all of their efforts and support for the
Trust, Incluged are g few sxasples of where funds
coee from. One lady oa a birdwatching holiday in
fustria, run By Sarn Owl Travel of Kent saw 10 species
of birds she had not previously encountered and
donated £1 to the Trust for each one. Another lady
organised a coffee morning, 5B/38 sale and 2 jumble
sale. Ar 08P collected 5 jar full of lp and 2p coins
ang 2 local cospany denated the contents of their
wishing well {(which although rather sucky amousted to
over E38!.

dp are always pleased to hear irom anyone with any
fund raising ideas.

Margaret and Derek Crocker have recently held their
2nd anrusl plant sale in aid of the Trgst, Last years
szle was held in Totnes and this vear they seved to
Kingsbridge and raised £34% with the pois of jam and
plants they and their supporters provided. In their
free tise they can be-found helping out with the
recycling ang construction/saintenance work of the
Trust.

SALMPTON CDFFEE MORNING

Volunteers at Salepton organised their third anmual
coffee morning in aid of the Barn Owl Trust in March.

ADODPTION

The Trust’'s Barn OGu! Adoption Scheme devised to
provide an opportunity for people to support the Trust
in an individual and personal way is now intp it's
tourth year. The adoption of a Barn Owl costs £3@ per
year. An introduction toc the adopted ow! is seat out
with a certificate of adoption and a poster or
phatograph, and is followed alt the end of the year
with 2 further repert about the adepted bird., Anyone
participating in the schese zlso receives Feedback and
a Bara Cwl Trust car sticker,

Several people have zdopted owls on behalf of others
as aft "unusual gift" apd in these cases we.also send a
card {with an oul on'}.

The Trust has been adopted by the Ship Inn at Axmouth
and following a 24 Hour Darts Harathon we received a
£108 donation. Throughout the summer the Ship are
runiing & prize 8raw to raise funds for the Trust,
culminating in a Grand Braw te be held on Friday 3Qth
October "Owl Wight" at the Ship Inm. Tickets are
available fros hoth the Ship Inn and the Trust, &
book of 3 tickets iz SBp and the first of thirty
prizes iz a gallop of brandy!

BARM (QWl. ADOPTED BY BROWNIES

The §th Faignton Brownies have adopted 2 Bars {wl
Trust Barn Owl, Lynda Squire is the Brown Owl of the
Pack, and when she heard about the Trust's recveling
proiect from her daughter Yaren {faren is involved in
regular correspondence with Moon the Trusts tame Barn
Dul}. She encouraged the Pack to organise its own can
collection scheme, #s well as.supporting the Trust by
recycling, the Brownies took part in the 1991 letter
box walk on Dartmoor and raised £144 fros sponsorship
for the Yrust, This year 38+ Brownies and their
leaders intend to joir us for the sponsored malk and
picrit at the end of May.

Bighweet Cub Pack, Mewion Abbot have also adopted a2
Bara Owl during the last year.




NATIONAL BARN OWL SURVEY

f national Barn Owl survey is being planned by the
Haak and Owl Trust {HOT) in comjunction with the
8ritish Trust for Ornithclogy (BTD). Starting in 1993
they will be appealing fer information on Barn Jwl
bresding sites throughout Britain, Further details
will be availahle in the Autusn/Winter Feedback,

R.S.P.B. BARN QWL FILM

In EBepteaber 1991 the Roval Society for the Protection
of Birds {RBPR} released 2 Barn 0wl tilg which is
currently touring RSPE groups around the Country. The
Barn Owl Trust assisted in the production of the fila
by providing an artificial set and with advice on the
script. A copy of the filg is available on video and
details can be chtained from the RSPB at The Lodge,
Sandy, Beds, SB1% Z2DC.

REINTRODUCTION REPORT 1986 — 91

In 1989 the Trust published the first ever report of
reiptroduction resslis for Barn Owls in Britain, The
report covered the period 1986-88 (inclusive}, Since
‘88 the Trust has continued to operate its releass
schese in order to further research its effectiveness,
We now have the results from a & year period covering
1986-91 and intend to publish an entirely new report
at the end of 1997 - see next issue of Feedback for
further details.

TREE OF LIFE

In dune 1992 ¥orld leaders will mest in Rio de Janeira
for the Earth Sussit,

The Tree of Life/Pladging for the Planet is an
independent initiative working worldwide to raise
public awareness of the issues relating to the Earth
Supait,

f special Tree of Life is being assesbled in Rio de
Janeiro during the Earth Sumsit. It will be made up
of millions of pledges in the shape of leaves frow
pespie all around the world.
The Tree of Life is a universally understood symbol of
the relationship between human beiags and the natural
worid. It will provide a powerful and positive
reainder to world leaders that euch is eupected of
them at the Earth Summit.
That is why there are two leaves to be filled in, one
will go directly to the Prime Ninister, and the cther
te record your own pledge which will become part of
the Tree pf Life.

lease think about making 2 Pledge for the Planet.
You can pledge to take on ocne or more of the following
actions:
1. Energy: 1 will use (8% loss gas and/or electricity
at sy hoae during the next year,
2. Third World Debt: 1 will write tc ey bank manager
urging the banks to write off debt owed to thea hy
poorer countries.

We'll take this card to Brazil.
Fill in your pledge and what
you expect the governments
should be doing at the

Earth Sumnur.

Send this card to the Prime Minister.
Say in your own words what you have

pledged to do and what you expect
governments to do for the
Earth Summit, Make
sure you ask for a
proper reply,

See over leaf for details

3. Transport: I will cut ay car aileage by 107 during
the next year. I will walk; cyele or use pahlic
transport wherever possible,

4. Recycling: I will recycle as such waste as
possible at hose and/or 1 will help to organise
recycling at work or at scheal,

3. Foreats: 1 will not buy any products szde froe
trepical hardwoods,

6. Fair Trade: 1 will try to buy products that are
made without exploiting the pecple who produce thes,
or which damage the envircament.

7. Acting Locally: 1 will increase the amount of tiee
or aeney I give to environsental and development
srganisations.,

8. Spreading the Message: 1 will personally raise
20/58/18@ pledoe leave: for the Tree of Life in Brazil
before 1st June 1992,




Put this pledge in an envelope, -
and post it to:

To arrive no later than
3rd June 1992

FEEDING THE OWLS

Feeding the owls is usually @y task when David and
Frances go away., 1is gquite hectic, but I enjoy it as
it brings ee intp clpse contact with the birds. #v
evesight is not good enscugh te pick out birds in the
wild - "Look at that buzzard over there!® friends say.
I dutifully sguint in the direction indicated and
pocsibly see ap ynidentifiable black speck! 5o T feel
sspecially privileged ta be able to see pur assoriaent
of owls at clese proximity. At dusk I set out ersed
with 2 long list and 3 hunch of keys worthy of the
Soyernor of Dartmpor Prizon. Food - dead day old
chicks froa a hatchery and comstimes mice donated, {2
little unwillingly), by our cats, is carried in 2
bucket, In summer the top aviary is a sass of
Tuebells, cappion and bracken - a delight to beheld.

It ofter appears to be eampty of birds, but as saen as
1 put the food on their table, they seem to swoop down,
from every corner. Many of ocur long ters residents
arg disabled. We are one of the few organisations who
affer sanctuary to such birds, who would have no hope
of survival in the wild, but lead an apparently
contented tife with us. Hoodstock and Woodrow are two
such Tawny Dels whe I find specially endearing - they
always look so0 wise! And little Wobble, whe has his
okn "hijou residence® on the lawn! Hobble is a brain
dagaged Little Owl, & Bit unsteady, but euch sore
sociable than the average Little Owl, despite his
cross look. He is currently very vocal, pessibly dee
ta the breeding season.

Everyone knows; or knows of, Moon, our such travelled
and photographed Barn Owl, who accoapanies favid on
his school visits and brings so auch pleasure to the
thildren. She is a real "one off®, amazingly steady.
One of her aviary cospanions is Spirit, a special
favoerite of sine. He is so used to humans, he thinks
he is one' He is well nased, gliding down like a
white and silent spirit to take food from sy hand.
Another great character is Honey. Ghe is always in a2
hurry for her food and can’t wait for it %o be put on
the table, Her wings gently brush my face and hair as
she grabs some food and flies back to her perch to eat
it. With the arrival of food, all the aviaries seen
te come to life, with birds flying in all directions.
fic 1 finish feeding, and wander back up the track, if
I ar lucky, the moon will be rising and the wild owls
are engaged in 2 "meaningful dialogue® with the
Haterleat Bwls. A mazical time,

Heather Buswell
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sSCHDCL VISITS

On 1Zth Movesher 1991, #non the Barn Owl sade her
18@th scheol visit and the event received
international aedia toverage. Newspaper cuttings of
foon and children fros 5t. Mary's Roman Catholic
Primary 5School in Buckfast, who celebrated the
scrasion with her, have been received from Germany and
Japan.

Yoon accompanies Bavid Rapsden, the Barn Owl Trust
Conservation Dfficer, when he talks to childres about
the decline of the Barn Owl. Ghe does pot atiend

E; talke te adult groups,




TALKS FOR ADULTS

David's illustrated talks for a2dult groups average
about one per fortnight throughout the year. He has
also developed 3 talk specifically for planning
officers called "Aa Introduction to Barn Owls® to
encourage planners te take account of Owls and their
needs when assessing planning applications.

A “one off® presentation was prepared on relesse
pethods, sonitoring and results for the Departeent of
the Environment Barn Owl! Working Growp (BOWG),

ARE THEY STILL DECLINING?

One question I am fregquently ashed is "are you
winning?, Are there more Barn ODwls around now?' It
aould be wonderful o answer this guestion with one
sigple word, hut I can’t. On the one hand we are
aware of areas where Barn Owls seea to be an the
increase, returning ta their foraer haunts and
occopying new nestbexes. On the other hand the birds
are still disappearing from traditional sites at an
alarging rate,

Short ters changes in population occur fregquently as 3
result of weather conditions andfor changes in food
availability. Changes in population can occur as a
result of local facters such as the less of a
particular barn, the building of a new major road, or
perhaps an isprovesent in food supply on set-aside
iand.

Flans are afoot for another National Barn Owl Survey
in an attempt to identify a National leng Ters Trend
in the Barn {(ul population. Figures on the overall
lang ters decline can ke & powerful force in lobbying
the British and Eurcpean Parljapents for changes in
sgriculture, to benefit the birds. High flying
patitical soves may have their place, but there sust
he a willingress to listen, to change and to act at
ground level. There is HO substitute for your own
personal localised conservation effarts. [f we all
protect and entourage our local Barm Owls, them the
population as a whole will have a better chance.

David 4 Ramsden
Eonservation Dfficer

STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS

The Tryst has § Trustees, one full time paid aesber of
statt and 2 Employment Trainee’'s. The Trust relies on
volunteers to help with all sorts af tasks - fron
telephone answering to erection of nesthoxes and from
posting out leaflets to collection of owl food.  Qur
volunteers help with adsinistration, accounts, post,
telephone, local survey work, aviary construction,
cleaning, recycling, fund raising, maintenance,
coapiling reports, collating newsletters,
shotocopying, typing, events, transporting hirds and
rescue work. We are always pleased to hear from
anyone with any free time or expertise they would like
to share with the Trust - if you would like to get
involved please contact us,

Special thanks for voluntary work go to both Nel
Tullis and Wendy Board who left us at the epd of 1991,
Nel had managed the Trust's weekly mailing since 1989.

Wendy did a great variety of work for the Trust,
including being our reguiar (and excellent) aviary
cleaner. We not only want to thank thes both for
their contribution to the Trust but also to let thes
know that we #iss thes, and wish thea both well for
the future.

Mike the handyman
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Eongratulations to Hike Wallsh {for completing his
first year as the Trust’s full time Handyman, during
which time he has renovated the building now used as
our gffice, and worked on aviary construction and
saintenance, including the breeding hide. He
reqgularly loads up the Trust’'s trailer with newspaper
tor recycling, and is also the organiser of the
Trust's letter box walks,

NOTE FROM THE NIGHTSHIFT

Once a week for the last 1@ aonths or so Alec and |
have been cosing into the Barn Dwl Trust’s effice here
to help deal with some of the letters and requests for
information received each week, and to churn out guite
z iot of typing {not least this Newsletter!). ¥e sit
here with Frances, beavering away until around
sidnight when we all start wilting and have te call it
2 pight. T often wonder what the local residents
adiacent to the Post Office in Ashburton think to this
strange couple whe arrive in the aiddle of the night
to stuff heaps of mail into the post box. MNeedless to
say we have got to know Frances and David guite well -
sg puch so that they are taking a day off shortly to
be witnesses at our wedding!

Rosie Bird




BUSINESS ADOPTION SCHEME

$e run a corporate adoplion schese, aimed at
businesses in an effort to encourage financial support
for the Barn Owl Trust. The annual cest of this
schese is £250. DBusinesses adopt the Trust rather
than an individual bird and receive a certificate of
adoptios and 2 fraged Barn Ol portrait. Further
details are available froa the office.

FRIENDS OF THE BARN OWL TRUST

|
|
|
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In December 1591 the Barn Dwl Trust launched a
"Friends" scheme to encourage regular support for the
Trust. To become 3 “Friend of the Barn Owl Trust®
just ask for a "Friends" leaflet and make an annual
donation of at least £18 2 year (thal’s just 20p a
week - less than a newspaper or & pint of milk}, You
will automatically receive copies of our newsletier
Feedback, our annual report, 3 Barn Owl Trust car
sticker and a "Friends" badge.

We alsc operate a Bive As You Earn schems, which
enables you to make a regular contributios to the
Trust straight fros your salary. Please ask for 2
leaflet if you would like asore inforaation about this.
Standing oroers enable us to plan ahead.

Covenanted donations are even better as they enable us
tg reclaim frog the Inland Revenue any tax already
paid on the money given to the Trust. With a gift of
£?5 per year covenanted to the Trust by a tax payer we
can reclais £8.34 froa the Inland Revenue effectively
increasing the donation to £33.34 at no extra cost to
the person making the gift. ‘"Friends® leaflets,
standing order and Deed of Covenant fores are
availahle fros the Trust on request as are Deposited
Deed of Covenant forms.

A1t donations help the Trust and are gratefully
received, Please ronsider supporting the work of the
Trust by becoming a friend, or with a donation. Help
s to continue our ronservation, education and
research work and support pur information service and
resident hirds.

DKEHAMPTON COLLEGE STUDENTS
MEET A BARN OWL

Students at Okehampion College are producing a play
about grassiands and wetlands for the Devon Wildlife

Hednesday 9th April the studeats visited the Barn Owl
Truyst to get a geod view of a Barn Oel to help thea
with their production. The play, for the Devom
Hildiife Trust's special Wildiife Week 1n June, will
tour argund Bevon and Scmerset with the ais of
highlighting the need to protect precious grassland
and wetiand sites.

BARN OWL TRUSY LETTER BOX WALK

Last year's letter box walk organised by Mike Wallsh
for the Trust was a great success and resulted in us
asking Nike toc arrange another one this year.

This year's walk will take place on South Dartpoor,
Deven. Rubber Stamps depicting Owls will be hidden
for three months from Saturday 18th July 1992, The
clue sheet and first stasp of the series can be
purchased from the Trust after the 14th July. Flease
include a stasped self addressed envelope and 2
cheque, postal order or postage stamps to the value of
£1.58. The Barn Owl Trast, Waterleat, Ashburton,
Devon TE1Z THU,

Please note:-

None of the stamps will be buried or placed in
epvironaentally sensitive areas.

fnyone walking on Dartacor should wear sensible
clothing and footwear.

A copy of the letter boxing code of conduct and
sensible equipsent will accompany each set of clues

Trust, which features the character of a Barn Owl. On ‘1.(] sent out.




DONASTION BOXES
AND LEAFLET DISFENSERS

#e thave a number of very attractive wooden donation
boxes and leaflet dispensers available if any one
krows of a "secure® lecatien. They need to go into
places where soseone will be responsible for keeping
an eye on thes, to let us know if they nesd eaptying
or restocking and they have to be where they are
accessible to the public. Please contact us if you
know of a suitable lecation.

LEAFLETS

The Barn Owl Trust has a range of 24 inforastion

leaflets available {free of charge) on all aspects of

Barn Owl comservation, Please send a SAF o the

Trust if you wish to receive any of the following:-

i, Habitat for Barp Ow!s,

2. Rough Srassland Management,

3, Indovr Hesthon Design,

4. - Cutdoor Nestbox Design,

A, The “KANTED" Poster,

&, Hhy Release Barn Owls?

7. Captive Owl - Wild Owl: Acknowledge
the difference,

8, & Local Barn Del Survey.

?. t Release Hite Selection,

18,1 Release Site Preparation.

1. The Long Term Release.

12,8 The Barn Aviary.

13, Feediag Barn Dwls.

18,1 Breeding in Captivity.

13.  Ringing Barn Ouls,

16.% Release Night Procedure.

i7.  The Young Clutch Release.

i8.1 Post Release Lare.

1%.% Post Release Record Fora,

28, Pellet Analysis.

21.  Rat Poisons and Other Hazards.

22.  Barn Conversions - Provisions for Owls.

23, Sexing Barn Dwls,

24, Further Reading,

23, Laptive Barn Owls in Britain - The
situation 1991

2b.  Search Procedure for Buildings

A leaflet on Tawny Dwl Nesthowes ic alse now
available,
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The new Tawny Owl Nestbox Leaflet
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t These leaflets cover specifit aspetts of Barn Owl
Re-introduction. They are aot relevant te people
making general enquiries. Should you reguire
information on the subject of breeding and release of
Barn {wls please include your telephone number with
Yeur eaquiry.
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Thic issue of Feedback has beer produced by Paul Adams
(illustrations apd layeut), Rosie Bird and Frances
Ramsden. Feedback title graphics courtesy of Bary
Hendersen of York. Hany thanks ta all the other
people thet contributed to its productien and
distribution.

This year a second {Autusn/Wimter) issue will alsg be
produced - in order to prevent unsolicited mailing and
to minimise costs it will only be semt out to Friends
and regular supporters of the Trust unless
specificaily requested.

=

HHERE  THERE IS A WILL THERE IS A WAY
The 3ara Owl Trust \kah' HFi:ﬁjfk

¢
Conserving the Barn Owl and its Eaviropaent

Together w#e can sake 3 difference

Please consider a donation now and a legacy to help
as in the future.

For advice or information please contact the Trust.

He hope you have enjoyed this Newsletter and feel that
your personal efforts gake & contribution to '
conservation and the environeent. Recycling,
nestboxing and even shopping wisely does have a
positive influence. Those of you that have the tiase
and energy can get involved in practical tasks through
organisations like the Britich Trust for Conservation
Volunteers (BTCY) and your County Wildlife Trust, If
thic idea is not practical for you, then suppert a
conservation or an envircnsental group and put your
weight behind those that have the energy to campaign
for both wildlife and the environeent.

Please continue te support the Barn Owl Trust as it is
individual dorations along with the efforts of
volunteers that eake so such of our wark possible,
Sopd luck with all your conservation efferts and
environgental projects - let us know if we can help.

N




BARN OWL TRUST SALES GOODS

Barn Owl Trust hand bag mirrors 2 designs -
Rarn Ow! Trust Legs or Barn Dwl On Post  75as

£l each
far Stickers  5Bp each

Badges - Logo or Barn Owl On Post  G@p each

{ards :~ ¥gas cards or
Blank cards for your own gessage
in six assorted childrens designs,
or 4 Barn 0wl or 2 Tawny Owl design,
aade with recycled card and envelope
(Please state design required when
ordering)

£2 per set or S@p each

A3 Full coelour Barn Owl portrait poster

€2 + £1 ptp

Selection of signed “baby cwl® prinmis

by wildlife artist Dick Twinney

Individual prints {unfrased} £14 each
Set of siy {unframed) £68 per sei
Framed prints £7% gach
Get of siy {frased) E£130 per set

Pencils 3@p each

There is nD additipnal charge for postage and packing
{except for the poster), however & SAE or a donation

towards the cost would be appreciated.

NEW THIS YEAR

BARN OWl, TRUST T.SHIRTS
and SWEAT SHIRTS
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CHILDS T-SHIRTH _
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ADULT T-SwinT B oNg SLEEVED M SWweAT SHIRT - I
Wit VTE
i it :
Pastage and P“mglaig ﬁirﬁ;;ﬂ“gi - Childs T.shirt & B C O £5
” ' Adult T.shirt i only £7
Black sweat shirts {3Q% polyester) " Long sleeved it only £ie
gre available in L and AL Sweat shirt ML £13

| :
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THE BARN QWL TRUST
WATERLEAT, ASHEURTUN, DEVON. TQ1A TWU
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t.shirt/sweat shirt design
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