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THE BARN OWL TRUST, WATERLEAT, ASHBURTON, DEVON, TQ13 7HU

TELEPHONE ASHBURTON {0364) 53026

Welcome to the sixth annual Barn Owl Trust newsletter
FEEDBACK. We hope the small print doesn’t cause you any
probiess.

The last year just seeas to have flown past, excuse the
pun. Conservation and Environmental issues are not
hitting the headiines and being brought to pecples
attention in the same way they were a year ago. However
the hele in the ozone layer and the state of the worlds
oceans haven't improved, Rain forest destruction is -
still happening and the Antarctic is under threat of
developeent. Depressing isp't it. When T was a child 1
#as taught to respect other peoples space and to leave
anywhere 1 went “better® for ay having been there, we
certainly can’t say the farth is a "better” place as the
result of its occupation by husan beings, We are
tustodians of this planet and we hold it in Trust for
future generations, lets hope we pass on to thes
sogething worth having.

In order for things to gat better there needs to be some
asajor changes in pecples expectations and their )
attitudes to the Earth, THINK GLOBALLY - ACT LOCALLY is
a slogan that has been adopted by aany groups including
the Barn Ow! Trust. He believe that individuals can.
sake an impact and achieve positive results, 5o don't
give up. Anything you can do whether it is cutting down
on.your household waste, planting a tree or picking up
litter 15 positive action and as long as it inspires you
to keep on trying, it is well worth while. Laoking back
pver the past year in order to put this newsletter
together I realise how much, with the help of
volunteers, we have achieved. Many thanks to all of the
taring and concerned people who aake it all possibie by
giving either time or donations. 1 hope as you read on
you will agree that the work of the Trust is worthwhile

and worth supporting, '_F\

HOoN
the Rarn dui

Children fram Ashburton KATCH Graup wetching the BTO
ringing of saall birds at the Trust's headquarters,

Q

One Sunday a month the Trust's landrovér is filled up
with sembers of Ashburton WATCH Group. The children
take part in a wide variety of comservation based
practical and educational activities which this vear
have included getting up at 4.3Baa for a Dawn Chorus
walk and woodland breakfast, tree planting and saking,
erecting and checking nest boxes.. Children between
8-18 with an interest in nature conservation can-fipd
out about WATCH by contacting either their County
¥ildlife Trust or the Royal Society for Nature-
Conservation,

WATCH ~ CHILDRENS CONSERVATION

Lee Puntis age é
Babbacoabe Schaol-

f"‘ Recycied Paper



BRINZAL
CENTRO DE RECUPERACION DE RAPACES NOCTURNAS
THE SPANISH CONNECTION

In fugust 1991 Inige Fajardo froe Brinzal, a Spanish ow}
conservation body, visited England for 18 days to find
put about the work of the Barn Owl Trust. In Spain
there is a much larger wiig Barn Owl population than
in Britein and generally speaking the habitat iz very
good for Barn Qwls and other wildlife, The greatest
threat tc the owls and ather birds of prey in Spain is
zan. Many birds are shot. The Spanish also are very
superstiticuc and Inigo tells us that the Barn 0wl is
thought by saay ¢f the local people to bring bad luck.
Brinzal is ron by volunteers who for the. sast part are
4th year students from Madrid University. Thev run a
sanctuary and hospital for injured and disabled owls and
because of their scientific backgrounds they record and
monitor evervthing, Brinzal are particularly interesied
in learring aore about the re-introduction of Barn Ouwls
into the wild and this was the reason for them
contacting the Barn Dal Trust when they read about the
Trust’s re-introduction report in BBL Wildlife Magazine,
Decesber 1989. Although there is & large wild barn owl
population in Spainm, Brinzal feel that reiease work
could attract media coverage which would in turn
heighten public awareness of the plight of the Barn Owls
ghick are persecuted. They hope that the publicity
attached to a licensed re-introduction scheme in Spains
gicht help to educate peaple.

Buring his time in England, Inigo went along om Trust
visits to adult’s talks and children’s groups. He
vigited barn ow! sites where wild hirds were ringed (see
artizle on pade 9) and spent two days working with our
Conservation Officer eapping habitat around a barn
conversion site. He salb in on a Trustee's meeting and he
alsp cape along to the Teigneouth Flag Day and helped
with Barp Owl Trust Inforsation Stands 3t Manaton
Village Fare and The Primrose Games at Buckfastleigh.
Inige’s visit to the Trust was very interesting for hoth
organisations and Brinzal have invited representatives
from the Bare 0wl Trust te visit Spain this susser to
zee their work at firct hand, This visit is dependent
upen either BOT or Brinzal finding sponsorship to cover
trayelling expences. Inigo would also very much like to
return to Enoland as would utherﬂmeuhers of Brinzal

funding persitting.

Some of you say remeaber the ocrasion two years igo when
Harry and Vi Jonas held & creas tea in their garden tg
raise funds for the Trust, Me are deliphted to say that
they intend to do it again en Saturday 20th July 199!
between 3-Spa. If you were at the last. event you will
undoubtedly be there again this year if you weren't |
can heartily recosmend the location, the coapany and the
tea, He look forward ta'aeeting you at SY731614.

DEVON CREAM TEA.
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THE MEW AVIARY

The British Trust for Conservation Volunteers (BYCY)
began building an aviary in May 199@. With help fros
friends of the Trust, the copservation volunieers had
conpieted the aviary by March 1991 and in early April a
barbecue was held to say thank you to those invplved,
The aviary has twe sections, the largest contains a
ponc, cavered in wire to prevent the owls drowning,
which provides another wijdlife habitat. The birds in
this aviary are all permanent residents either disabled
or in need of sanctuary, The cther section contains 2
breeding pair, the nest box area for the birds is built
into a hide currently being used by RSFB who are making
&2 Barn 0wl film due for release this autusn. Materials
for this aviary were donaied by Trago Mills Newten
Abhot, Glendinnings of Ashburton and Thatcher Secoft
Thame, BTCY volunteers have now started building an
aviary specifically for Tawny Owls, with help fros other
volunteers and Mike our Employaent Trainee we hope this
aviary will be rospleted fairly scon,  The frame work
of the aviary is nearing completion, recycled smaterials
for this have been donated once again by Trago Mills,
SWER have provided us with some X-telegraph poles. We
have received help from Parkin Steel Stockholders with
the weldsesh and froe Woodstock of Totnes with the rew
tigber we need. He will be using weldmesh on this

aviary as Tawny Owls have : tendency to cut their ceres
on wire retting.

Szuth Deven Conservation Volunteers begin the
Tawny Owl aviarv.

Ezst Devon Conservstian Volunteers,




CAPTIVE BARN OWLS IN BRITAIN - THE SITUATION 1991

Whilst the wild Barn Owl population in Britain has
detreased by an estimated 70% since 1932 (Shawyer) the
captive Barn 0wl population has increased drasatically.
Rarp Owls ip captivity can breed prolifically - it is
nat unusual for 2 or even 3 broods of 4+ owlets a year
froe one pair.

Sales of closed rings {issued by The British Bird
founcil} for birds intended for sale or eschange show a
688% increase during the past seven years., In addition
te this a large nuaber of captive birds are not fitted
with closed rings at all. Current estimates indicate
Britains captive Barn Dwl population at two and a half
tises the wild population.

The drasatic increase in the auaber of Barn Owls in
captivity has led to inevitable welfare probless. As
with cats and dogs some Barn Owls do find their way into
the hands of people sieply not suitable to own thes, A
Barn Owl fitted with a closed ring can be sold or
exthanged as easily as a cat, dog, or rabbit.

The law requires that a bird is kept in a space where it
has the ability to spread its wings - however for a bird
whose potential life expectancy in captivity is 28+
years this is obviously guite insufficient.

Barp Owls although messy are quite easy to keep in
captivity and are by nature rather imactive, shy and of
3 nervous dispositien.” They are scaetimes trained ar
kept as pets. Trained Barn Owls are noforiously
unreliable and in erder for a bird to resain trained or
tase it npeds regular and consistent handling and
tontact.

Many people fee! that keeping one Barn Owl will cause
the bird to be lonely and so obtain two. If the birds
are of opposite sexes then they will breed and the tug
Barn Dwls can scon become ten. The Barn Owl Trust
recossends very careful consideration before allowing
captive Barn Owls to breed - suitable long-ters hoaes
are not easy to find.

Twe male Barn Owls kept together azy fight.

Some people obtain Barn Owls with the intension of
breeding for release into the wild, it should be
recesbered that 80X of wild Barn Owls die during their
first year {Percival 1998) and sost of the captive bred
Barn Ols which are released into the wild are likely to
have an even lower survival rate, Breeding Barn Owls in
captivity is not difficult, successful release into the
wild. 15, A tresendous amount of work and planning needs
to go into the release of captive bred stock.

fis with any creature, anyone thinking of taking om 2
Barn Owl should consider carefully the long term
coasitment to the bird and its needs. A potential
life-span of 28+ years must be taken into consideration
before gbtaining a bird - the sheer nusbers of Barn Owls
in captivity sake it increasingly hard to find suitable
hoaes for the bird should it need to be passed on.
Adequate housing, aviary space and 3 food supply should
receive seripus consideration, and be prepared hefore
sbtaining a bird,

Those people wanting to help saintain a viable wild Barn
0wl population are advised to concentrate their efforts
on hahitat conservation and creation and the provizion
of nest hoxes, these things are likely to have a more
positive long ters effect on the species than the
release of captive-bred stock.
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This article is availablé a5 & leatlet. If you would

like to receive a copy please send a SAE marked leaflet
ne. 25. S

LEAFLETS

The Barn Owl Trust has a range of 25 inforaation

leaflets available {free of charge} on all aspects of

Barn Dwl conservation. Please send a SAE to the Trust

if you wish to receive any of the following:-

1. Habitat for Barn Ouls.

2. Rough Grassland Managesent.

3. Indoor Nestbox Design.

4. Dutdoor Nestbex Design.

5 The "BANTED" Poster.

be Why Release Barn fOwls? .

7. Captive Owl - Wild Oml; Acknowledge the
giffereace,

8. A Local Barn Owl Survey.

3. &t Release Site Selection.

{8.3 Reiease Site Preparation.

i1,  The Long Term Release.

12.% The Barn Aviary,

13. Feeding Barn Duls.

14, Breeding in Captivity..

15. Ringing Barn Owls..

16,8 Release Night Procedure.

17.  The Young Clutch Release.

{8.%. Post Release fare,

1%.1 Post Release Record Fora.

28. Pellet Apalysis.

21. 'Rat Poisons and Other Hazards. ,
22.  Barn Conversions - Provisions for Ouls.
23.  Sexing Barn Omls.

24, Further Reading. .

25.  Captive Barn Owls in Britain - The sityation 1991

¥ These leaflets cover specific aspects of Barn Owl
Re-introduction. They are not relevant to peaple
aaking general enquiries. Should you require
inforpation on the subject of breeding and release of
Barn Dwls please include your telephone nusber with your
Bnquiry.




DOMATION EGXES AND LEAFLET DISPENSERS

We have a nuamber of very attractive wcoden donation
boues and leaflet dispensers available to gosd homes if
any one knows of a "secure” location, They have to go
ints places where somepre will be responsible for
keepirg an eye on thea to  let us know if they nesd
eaptving or restocking and they have to be where they
are accessible o the pyblic,  Please contact us it
you would like to offer 2 home to one.

WORKING FOR THE BARN QWL TRUS*.

Those of you lucky enough to receive last years copy of
Feedback say recall that the Trust was looking for
sponsorship to fend 2 student. They ended up with me, a
student looking for a placesent in ervironmental work
for & periog of nine months, 1 was able, with special
perpission froe the Eduration Departaent, to receive a
grant far the placesent.
Loeking back I was not what vou would call weil
guglified for the joh, I was Dwl igorant; had no head
tor heightz which is a definite disadvantage when
looking for an owl that tikee te perch vp high and I was
hardgly able to reaesber left froe right let alone
pavigate the maze of Devon lanes frop a eap to find
isplated faras. However, with time and patience from all
concerned | have overcome these difficulties to find
ayself 'Besptied With Barp Owls'!
1 have often been asked when the rain is sheeting down
antt sy waterproofs have long since calies it a day, why
does anyone in their right mind comb mud sodden or worst
still siurry spdden farsyards and defy vertige to peer
into’a nest boy or over the ledge of an old barn for the
slightast frare of a visiting Barn Owl. There are only
tus answers to this, Firstly 1 am Mot in ay right aind:
and secondly, every now and then I have been lucky
enpugh to see 2 wild Barn Owl peeping out-froe a crevice
in a-wall or gliding silently away as [ appreach; as
regards oo it iz hard to beat that.
Working for the Barn Dwl Trust has meant that there is
hardly & dull moment. During my travels around the
county I have pet many interesting people and discovered
g1l sorte of things in peoples barns apart fros an
occasional Barn Owl. You may be interested to learn that
these things range from classic cars to nude men! I have
rescued stray dogs.on Dartmoor, put ocut a car fireand I |
nave developed good relations with the R.A.L. following
@ large nuaber af punctures in a short space of tise,
1 havz thoroughiy enjoyed the time ! have spept with the
Trust up to now and hope to continue doing so unti!l
September when 1 regrettably retern to the lecture rooss
of Seale Hayne College for the final year of my course,
Helen Cobbold

Helen was trained and had to apply for an Nature
Conservancy Council Licence to allow her to visit Barn
Owl nest sites, It is illegdl tc visit Barn Owl nest
sites during the breeding seasan without an NCC licence.

Unfortunately due to i1l health Helen resigned her
placement with the Trust in May. WKe were all sorry to
lose her and her contribution was greatly appreciated. 4‘

WANTED
=

QJ(A
BARN ¥ OWL
INFORMATION

WHEN AND WHERE DID YOU LAST SEE ONE?
= Ashburton (0364) 53026,

Barn Owlw are now rare and great efforts ars baing
made to enture thelr survival, Your information
is important. We nEsc tp khow the past and

prespnt cistribution of Hern Owls in this arsa.

BARN OWLS ARE WHITE
THEY FLY AT DUSK AND DAWN AND SCREECH
11 you regquire Inforsation about the Barn Owl Vrust and Lts work

contagti= The Sarn DwWwl Trust, waterlsat, Ashburton, Devon, TALY FHLL

Flmase snclaose a stamped addressed sovalope.

DEVON BARN DWL RECORDS

Later in the decade we hope to organise a-Devon Barp Dwl
Survey in liaison with other conservation bodies,
However, this is still very such in the discussion stage
at present. . We are continuing to record sightings in
the County and people seeirg Barm Owls or knowing of
sites can let us know and we will record the
information. It does help if we recieve & sap reference
¥ith each report,

A

The second Barn Owi Trust ABM was held in the Asbulance
Hall, Ashburton on Friday 7th Septeaber and was atiended
by spprozisetely 38 people. Apologies were received
frog 13 people. The Chair was taken by Trustee Keith
Brant. Copies of the Annual Report were available for
those present. After the business a frased barn owl
phetographic portrait was auctinned to raise funds and
refreshaents were served, giving everyone present a
chance to leok at the information display and the
children's pictures which were on show. David Ramsden,
Barn 0wl Trust Conversation Officer then gave an
illustrated talk about his work, highlighting the
Trust's 3 year Bara fonversion Project which began in
April 1998 and the wmany school visits and education
work. )

The next Barn Owl Trust AGH will ke held on Friday Z0th
Septesber- 1991 at St. &ndrew’s Church Hall in Ashburion.
Anyone wishing to attend ic welcome and sheuld contact
the office if they need girections.




BIRD RINGING
£h
The ringing or banding (Aserican Tera) of birds with
nusbered setal rings bearing & return address, is an
invaluable scientific tool which has been carried out
around the world for sany years. AIl ringing is carried
out under license amrd all work is to a very high
standard. '
Although a certain amount is known about bird wigration,
it is only through the aarking of individual birds that
a anre detail picture emerges. The great advantage of
bird ringing is that the exact whereabouts of the bird:
is known at least twice in its life and the finder
siaply needs to report the ring nuaber and not identify
the bird. Unfortunately the disadvantage is that the
chances of a particular ringed bird being found again
are very slim.
# prerequisite and basic assusption of ringing is that
it aust be safe for the individual bird and that ringed
birds behave in the same way as unringed birds of the
same species. If rings prevented birds from leading
noraal lives the results would not be particelarly
valuable. Rings are made of lightweight alloys and the
BI0 lay down the size and type of ring to be used for
each species, The rings are designed to fit snugly
round the long part of the leg {the tarsus) but be loose
ergugh to aove up and down without undue rubbing. Each
ring is inscribed with the address of the British Mussux
of Natural History and 2 unigue nuaber for each
individual bird.
Ringing is also used to sonitor the breeding habitats of
birds, juveniie dispersal, average life expectancy of
gach species, sain causes of death and ‘to sonitor
population {lectuations. However, this can only be
achieved if the birds are found again. Therefore, the
finder of a ringed bird should always report it, even if
it is known to have been ringed locally. The
inforaation required is the ring number, when and where
the bird was found, what happened to it, nase, species
or type of bird if you can and finally your nase and
address so that the Ringing Office can reply to you with
details of the bird you have found. If you find a
ringed bird, please report it either direct to the RTD
/o British Natural History Museus, London SK7 or ta me
and 1 will pass on the information. I am always happy
to hear about ringed birds, Barn Owls ar otherwise,
Xeith Grant

Gther Countries alsg have ripging schemes.
This recovery slip from Iceland

shows the distance and duration of a
Merlin found dead on Dartmoor.

THE TRUST OFFICE.

The Barn 0wl Trust office has since Septesber 1989 been
contained in a 22° caravan., Out of windows on one side
we can see a streas and a nest Dox which for the second
year rurning contains a brood of pied flycatchers and on
the other side we can see the Trusts new avairy on the
outside of which is another nestbox housing @ brood of 8
vEry noisy young bluetits. As the workload of the Trust
grows the office becomes sore craaped hence our plan to
renovate a two roosed wooden building nearby and aove
the office into it, Me have volunteers wha cose in and
help with the adainistrative workload and as the
available floor and seating space in our office is
limited (to say the least} it cam be quite entertaining
although not almays easy to work in. I have to say that
all the volunteers who help out here are extremely gond
sorts and do sees to enjoy their work | The new affice
space should make things a lot easier, not to mention
gore coafortable. e have a volunteer working on the
rerovation and we hope to have the building sorted out
and ready to use by the autuan, materials and costs
peraitting. Me can then look towards turning ocur
current .office space inte a bird room with facilities
designed especially for use with young or sick birds.,
The Barn Owl Trust @ffice is open for inforastion and
erquiries on Tuesdays and Thursdays fros 9.3Bas. At
other times an answering machine will take a aessage,
eaergency enquiries will get a response as soon as
possible, general enquiries will be usually be dealt
with during office hours unless otherwisé requested.
Anyone leaving a aessage should begin with their nawse
and telephene pumber as sometimes the machine has been
known to cut out leaving us with someone needing advice
znd no way of contacting thea.

conservation and enviromaental message.

Ring No. | Aeykjavik 535330 RIS
Species Merlfn Falco coluabarius =)
Sex-age ? = NHestling {=)
Date Place Ca-ord.
Ringed 84.87,1904 | SULTIR, KELDUHVERFT, N-bING, | s6*es°N
[CELAND 5937 | 16°54°W
Recoversd | 29.06.1998 | SHARP TOR, DARTMOOR, DEVON, ENGLAND :;:;2::
Rec. det. Fourd dead
Ringer OLAFUR X. NIELSEN g‘:s:c‘ 1?;? ks
ract.: .
;:;g:zer ;NONRAHSDBI Durat.: 2186 d.
Remarks E;eg_i’ 1;%".
Icel. Bird Ring. Scheme, Dept Zool. 3
lcelandic Museum of Natural History 5
Box 5320, 125 Reyklavik, Iceland. .

TALK TO ADULT GROUPS AND PLANNERS

Since July 199@ David Ramsden Barn Owl Trust
Conservation Officer has given 27 talks to adult groups.
Called "Restoring the Balance” the talk describes the
Barn Ow! and its lifestyle and delivers a strong

David has also
given a talk called "An intreduction to Barn Qwls" to
planning officers at North Devon District Council and
Teignbridge District Council. This talk is designed to
make planners zware of signs of occupation by Barn Owls
and to encourage them to take account of the Owls and
their requiresents when assessing planning applications.




GARN WL TRUST RARN CONVERSION RESEARCH PROJECT

In 1998 The Bars Owl Trust began a three year. research
project to assess the impact of barn conversions on the
Barn 0wl population.
In seeking o ascertain the effects of barn conversions
on Barn Owls the county of Devon presents an ideal study
area. The overall Barn Owl decline in Devon at 4% is
typical of the country as a whele. Unlike soae other
areas Devon’s Barn Bwls are dependant on the
avaliability of suitable bu:.4ings for roosting and
breeding with cver 88% of all known breeding sites in
buildings as opposed ta trees, The practice of
converting barns into dwellings is also well eztablished
in Devon with large numbers of barng undergeing
conversion at present.
The first twelve months have seen the initial design of
methods which are working very well. The project
comprises of three main sections, a buildings survey, a
sixty site study and a search through literature with an
investigation of case histories. The buildings survey
is complete with the results awaiting analysis,
The first priority with the sixty site study part of
this project is the location of sufficient study sites
in sach of three categories, 28 control sites where
nothing happens to the building, 2@ sites where the

~building will be lost or converted and no action is
taken to help to resident owls, and 28 sites where the

. huilding will be lost or converted and where some
special provision is made for Barn Owis in the iamediate
area. Rppreaches.tu conservation ard agricultural
boties and appeais through the media have shosn goad
results so far, 04 just over 50 sites notified to us,
29 have been identified ta date as being suitable for
the project, the rest having been found ussuitable
because aj.the osls have already left, b). a major
habitat change which will affert the food supply is due
to take place, ¢}. other facters, Imitial survey and
hahitat eapping hac been cospleted at 28 of these and ip
date I3 four-sonthly re-checks of the buildings are
complete. Over 1,288 buildings and hollow trees {very
few gf the latter) are being visited within these 28
study areas svery 4 sonths, and it is anticipated that
thiz figure will increase to around 4,288 by the
beginning of the third year.
The research through literature has so far confirmed the
need for this project as ao similar studies have been

published to date. The fundamental question remains - (;

will the site loss cause resident owls to move to the
next available barn or will they disappear altogether?
Some interesting case histories have already cose to
light with evidence that Barn Owls wil] make use of
special provisions in some tases. From the data
tollected it will be possibie to estimate the scale of
the overall less of traditional agricultural buildings
in Devon and the likely effect on Barp Owls.

David Rassden

THE BUILDING SURVEY

Due to the econceic decline of the Farming Industry the
loss of Traditional Agricultural Buildings (TABs) is
likely to increase. Which is of course bad news for
Barn Ouls (B.0.s) who favour the high rafters, wide
tedges and the safety of darkness that these old

buildings provide as places to roost and nest,
The most cbvious loss of TABs is by conversion to
residential or industrial use. The teaptation to
convert 3 redundant barn is hard to resist for farsers
who are struggling to make a profit in faraing, even in
today's recession converted barns are fetching a
preaiue. #¥hilst conversion is preferable to loss frea
decay, in mpst cases the building becosmes unavailable io
pels and may as well be nonexistent as access to the
lofts are blocked and the owls are evicted, Further
losses of TABs can be attributed tg their limited
suitability for today's acdern methods of farming and

* the high cost of maintainance.
s part of the three year Barn Conversion Research
Project the Trust has carried out a building survey in
order tp assess the proportion of TABs that are suitable
and available to B.0's. The survey also takes account of
the number of resaining buildings which have reached a
state of tersinal decay, the nuaber which have collapsed
or been demclished, the proportion which have been
converted to another use and finally in how many cases
provision has been sade for owls,
The survey was carried ocut in 2B randoaly selected
tetrads throughout the county of Devon and involved
visiting all farss and buildings within the selected
tetrad. Ye are pleased to be able to report that the
respopse fros farmers was extresely encouraging and
hopefully many will have been persvaded to provide
resthoxes in their modern buildings or iaclude pravision
when converting their barns.

Helen Cobbold




BARN OWL TRUST F-]RUST”'
BARR CONVERSION RESEARCH PROJECT e~
1899 - 1893 e

In lizison with the
- DEVON WILDLIFE TRUST,

DEVON BIRD WATCHING AND PRESERVATION SOCIETY
and the South Western Region of the
ROYAL INSTITUTE OF BRITISH ARCHITECTS.
THE BARK OWL TRUST
is resesrching the effects of barn conversions
on Devon’'s Barn Owl Population.

PLEASE TELL US

IF YOU ENOW OF ARY BARR QWL SITES WHICH.
ARE GOING.TO BE CONVERTED BEFORE 1483

THE BARR OW1l TRUST NEEDS TO IDENTIFY 40
ROCSTING OR BREBDING SITES WHICH WILL BE
CONVERTED TO MONITOR AS PART OF THIS
PROJECT .

&> Ashburton (0364) 53026.

NOW

For information about the Barn OUwl Trust
and/or this project please sand an SAK to

The Barn Owl Trust, Waterleat,
Ashburton, Devon, TQ13 7HU.

FOR SALE LONG WHEEL BASE LANDROVER

Well maintained, full service history, one careful
owner, reluctant sale.

Since the start of the Barn Conversion Research Project
in April 1998, the Trust's sileage has increased
dramatically. Because of this after auch discussion at
Barn Owl Trust meetings, it was decided that it was
necessary to have a more economical vehicle and that
using the Landrover all the time was-no longer viable,
However in order to obtain any other vehicle the
landrover would have to be sold as there was no money
available to buy anything else without selling it.
Another problea case to light at about this time and
that was that no other vehicle in the price range we
would be looking at could do everything we expected of
the landrover aore econogically. This led us to the
conclusion that we would need two vehicles, a cheap four
wheel drive for the off-road werk visiting remgte Barn
Owl sites, habitat mapping etc, and another economical
and reliable estate of sose kind capable of carrying
equipsent and people to events and travelling long
distances. The landrover was advertised far sale at the
end of 1998 and the beginning of 1991, The current
econoaic clisate eeant that it did not sell and as a
result the Trust is unable to purchase another vehicle,
The Landrover has a very good high profile far the Trust
and we will be very sad to see it go after nsarly 4
years of faithful service. However, we do have to try
and obtain & sore economical vehicle for long journeys.
We would really iike to hear from anybody who can he!p
us solve this probles.

ROAD DEVELOPMENT BARN OWL SURVEY

In April §999, Devon County Council approached the Trust
and requested that we undertake a survey to asses the
etfect of the AJD Okehampton to Laumcestpr road
developsent on Barn Owls. Comstruction of the new dual
tarriagemay is due to start in Mid fugust 1991. The
survey entajled a search of buildings and hollow trees
gither side of the road developsent for signs of
accupation by:Barn Owls. An area 22ks long by lke wide
was searched and two roosting sites in current use
discovered. Interviews with local landowners indicate a
significant decrease in resident Barn Owls during the
past eight vears. MNest boxes have been erected at (@
locations, & sinimum of 1ks fros the road to encourage
Barn Owls away from increased traffic hazzards. This
survey represents the first such contract undertaken by
the Trust.
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DEVON COUNTY SHON

.This year for the first tise, the Trust attended the
Devon County Show. WNe had a 20ft display in The Living
Countryside area at the show. A steady streas of
visitors asked questions and took away information
leaflets on Barn Owl conservation. Hany people
expressed surprise at the ease with which an indoor nest
box for Barn Owls could be created. The box attached to
the front of the Barn Owl Trust display stand attracted
sa much gttention that a cardboard cut out of a barm owl
was put in the back to peer gut at everyone who pegped
inside. Several peaple who had previously contacted us
by telephone or post came along and introduced
themselves and it was nice to be able to put a face to a
nase. The Trust's stand was sponsored by Matford
Landrover. The conservation area was organised by The
Gase Conservancy Council.,

Providing informstion and advice at
the Deven County Shaw.
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Ruth Bone Stawley School

RELEASE SITE ROUNDUP

The Trust's national role as far as the release of
captive bred Barn Owls is concerned, is te provide
getailed information on release methods for those
.already involved in the practice, (we de not eacourage
people to begin breeding or releasing Barn Owls), The
release methods we recossend are based on the experience
gained since our first release in 1985, We press hard
tfor the adoption of ths best aethods by scheses up and
oown the coustry, In Devon we operate our own release
sites with the help of volunteers. A1l hirds are fitted
with BT rings (see article on page &) and detailed
recerds of each site are kept.

Release sites used in 199@ were:-

Trushag

The feur owlets placed at this site all fledged
successfully and were ceen perching an the newly
insulated SHER trancforser without coaing to any hara.
Food stopped being taken by the Dwls approximately one
month after fledging. One of these hirds was recovered
s a road casualty over B months after fledging approw 3
siles from the release site,

Clayhidon

Tuo Qulete were released froe this site using the young
brood sethod. The Owls were last seen at the zite three
months afier placement although feod was still being
taken zix months later,

Hennnck

& young brood release of four owlets was endertaken
trom this site gt the end of April “98.* The culets
dispersed in the noraal macner the last food was 2
eanths after reiease.

Deddiscoebesleigh

4 brood of 4 cuiets were delivered to this cite at the
end of April and after .a little sodification to the nest
boy siting they were installed, The last food was taken
in early July and the last sighting was in a2
neighbouring building where one was seen roosting in a
harn undergaing conversion to a dwelling, #ith advice
from the Trust special provision for owls was
incorporated in the conversion.

lpplepen

# late brood of well developed owlets were placed at
this eite during October and all fledged successfully
the last food being taken in March of this year,

Southleigh A
Long term release site. After ipitial difficulties this
site has shown sope success with two barn owls preseat
at the site in the winter and one resaining to date
(summer "91).

Scuthleigh B
Long ters release Site. After a false start with six

infertile eggs the pair went on to hatch two owlets The
fesale adult was unfortupately kiltled on a road shortly
after release. & juvenile was also found dead after
taving flown into telegraph wires.

Kenn

Six owlets were installed. in June "9 for a young brood
release, By August pellets with wild food in were foune
and in Sept the food provided was nc longer being taken.
The owls hdve chosen to resain and breed 3t this szite
progucing .3 owlets in an early broed this year which are
fledging at the tiee of writing,

Several release sites from previocus years have Owls
presenti-

Modbuery,

In terss of the number of owlets produced at any one
site this is by far our most successful to date, The
ariginal pair were released using the lomg tere sethod
in 1986, Breeding has occurred twice every year with a
staggeripg 41 owlets fledged up to the end of 1998 and
another broed of five groming well at time of writing.

Dunsford,

After a leng ters release back in 1987 the adult pair
rerained at site and produced broods of five in 88 and
‘89. In 1999 they were double brooded and produced a
further six young. This year only one adult is present,

Birten,

Thiz site has had Barn {wlc present since release in
1988 and bresding occurred twice in 199¢. BTD risging
has proved very difficult ac the owls have used various
inaccessible nest sites, Adults are still present, the
current nest site is as yet undiscoversd,

Hoodbury Salterton,

long tere release site in 1989, No nest was located
in 1998 but this vear we ringed a brood of three in the
original releaze site and were pleased te see 3 fresh
dead voie in the nest baox, no supplementary feeding has
occurred since 1989,

Yealgpton.

After a young brood release in 1988 the onls dispersed
within two sonths with only the occasipral sighting in
the vicinity of the barn. To our surprise in 1999 the
owls returned to breed in the mestbox and reared three
owlets without any supslementary food. This year they
are breeding again !




Yealmpton 2.
An ideal very large stone harn was selected for a young

brood release in 1989 and barn owls remained in the area
throughout the following winter. They produced five
young last year in a seall sodern double garage 588
seters awdy in preferesce to the barm ! This was the
first young breod release to our knowledge where
breeding occurred the following year.

-

Woadland.

This long tera release site was very successful in 1987
with brosds of two and five successfully fledged. In
March the following year the owls left the site and only
an occasional sighting was recorded. This year twa barn
onls are present, we have yet tn confira that these are
the same birds, Breeding locks very likely.

Heniton

Using the young brood sethod four owiets were released
in May 198%. Three of the osls fledged successtully and
two resained in the area through the following winter.
In 1998 they dred in a barn 1 Ke away where a nest box
had previcusly been unoccupied since it's erection in
1984, We have just ringed a further brood of tws (1991)..
No supplesentary feeding has occurred since the end of
1989, Success !

HANY THANKS to all release volunteers. Any one
interested in details of the recavery rates of released
‘birds should read the Barn Owl Trust Re-introduction

_ Report.

BOT JUMBLE SALE

The sixth annual jusble sale was' held 'in May and
raised £288.30, St. Andrews church Hall was used as 2
location far the first time and this seant that by using
the gardes we had aore room to spread put. Despite the
-pvercast weather we were able to serve teas on the lawn
and several pecple comsented that it was the sost
civilized jusble sale they'd ever attended. ne local

lady told us she had purchased a dish at last years sale
which she had subsequently had valued and found to be
worth £159 which just goes to show real bargains can
still be found at jushle sales.

The juable sale is arganised
and run by volunteers. We
- lanaged to get some of thes
3 to pase far this picture,
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“WHAT IS THE BARN QWL TRUST ?

The - Barn Owl Trust is a registered Charity. The azias of
the Trust are,“to conserve the Barn 0wl and its
Environaent”. In order to-achieve these aiss the Trust
undertakes the following:-

‘To provide a free inforsation service nationally, by

both post and telephone we answer enquiries and advise
on Barn Ol related topics. The Barn Ouwl Trust is the
only national organisation providing a comprehensive
range of inforaation leaflets on Barn Owl tonservation,
these include barn conversions - provisions for owls,

" nest boxes, habitat, re-introduction technjques and

pitfalls,

To liaise with other conservation organisations, groups
and bodies in the pursuit of the Trusts aims, and to
provide these organisations etc. with specific Barn Owl
inforsation and advice when required. '

To collect and record reports of Barn Owl sightings,
roost and nest sites, past and present in Devon and the
surrounding area. This is in order to build up a
picture of Barn Owl distribution in the ares and to
identify the resaining Barn Owl sites in order to help
to protect and preserve thes.

We create "tailored® inforsation on Barn Owl
conservation for different greups e.§. schopls,
educational bodies etc,

The Trust caapaigns for and advises on, the conservation
and creation of good Barn Owl habitat and provision of
nest boxes., To achieve this the Trust visits on
request, faraers and landowners to increase awareness of
the effects of intensive farsing on both the Barn Owl
and ather foras of wildlife..

¥e talk to groups and sorieties and illustrate the
ciose links between the Barn Owl and Mar and the
environsentz] copsequences of everyday husan activities.
The Trust also visits scheols to educate on the changes
in the countryside and the effects on Barn Owls and
nther wildlife.

We operate a local newspaper and alusinium can

recycling schese and encourage the use of battle banks,
stasp and silver paper collections, organic produce and
other “environaentally friendly"scheugs and ideas.




We execute & carefully planned and monitorsd
re-introduction -programmse locally where appropriate, and
nationally we provide advice and information for groups
and individuals already releasing captive Barn Ouls
toencourage the adoption of release sethods which take
account 8f habitat requiresents, safeguard WILD Barn
Bwls and give RELEASED Barn Owls the best chance of
survival,
The Trust is also involved in Research with its Barn
Converzion Project, the ringing of Barn Owls to enable
the collection of useful data fsee article on page 5}
and increasingly the care of damaged birds.

Woodstock is g klind Tamny Owl.

THE BIRDE

At the tise of writing this the Trust currently has 24
resident Barn Bwls, 7 tawny Owls, I Little Owls, @ Short
Eared Ol and 2 Eurcpean Eagle Dwl, With the exception
of & Barp Cwls .and 3 Tawny Owls due for release these
are a}l peramanent recidents for varisue reasons, Me
have three hreeding pairs of Rarn Owls whose offspring
are all released into the wild using gradual release
sethods. During the past year the Trust has dealt with
a nugher pf live bird casualties and probleas, aany as
2 resslt of road traffic accidents, these include 19
Barn owls, 13 Tauny Owls, 2 Short Eared Owls, & Little
Duls, I Burrards, I Kestrels, a 8wifi, a Pigeon and 2
dackdaw, false 2 Hedgehogs and a thoroughbred rabbit
with 3 ring that éeeded'reaﬁving ended up herel. Any
serigusly injured or diurnal! birds of prey are passed on
te our lecel very experienced Licensed Rehabilitation
Feeper Joanna Vimsen or the Veterinary Hospital in
Plymouth where they receive expert care and attention
atten returning Yo us for convalescence. fny of the
birds which recover well enough are released wearing BT
rings {see the article on page 3, some will of course
die and others will never recover well enough to survive
in the wild and these becose permpanest residents. At
thiz time af year the majority of telephone calls abeut
live birds are fros sembers of the public finding what
they ascuse are "abandoned” Tawny Owlets, in most cases
the parents are nearby and the advice given is to loave ]'()

sell alone, If there is an obvious hazard nearby e.g,
road or cat, action can be taken te place the owlet out
of harms way and this is sost aasily done by nailing a
woodes boy on the nearest tree and popping the owlet
inside it. If the bird is either injured or starving
advice should be sought.

We are currently receiving a large nusber of Barn Owl
enguiries sost of whichk coscern captive bred birds (see
article on page 3}. Many of these birds have been bred
with the intentien of being released, soee need homes
and seae the owners car no longer keep. Some enquiries
concern lost or found birds. Mary escaped and released
captive bred Barn Owls are found either dead or
starving., One lady rang the Trust having found a Barn
Ow! one sorning on her balcony - she lived in a hlpck of
flats within site of Tower bridge in London ' She
caught the owl and put it in her bathroos whilst she
sorted out what to do next. Her local pet shep had
advised her that & dead day old cells would feed a Rarp
Owl for 3 weeks, in fact 2 Barn oWl with 2 norsal
appetite would eat that much food in 3 days ‘' He
contacted the RSPCA wildlife section who sent an officer
around to resove the bird and find 3 svitable home for
it; the lady was very pleased to get her bathroos back
and arrangesents were going to be sade for her to visit
the 0wl in its new hosme,

bpacx InE hiLtfe ”hf Wac Injured by a car.

s

THE TRUST DOES %ST GPERATE f VISITOR CENTRE OR BISPLAY
LIVE RIRDS 70 THE PUBLIC,

YOLUNTEERS

Borking on the basis that if you don't ask for help
people don’t know you need it, last year we asked for
volunteers to help with all sorts of things. We are
pleased to report that IT WORKED, several people did
come ard offer-us their services.

THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU THANE Y0U to all those
people {and you know who you are} who have helped with
everything that has needed doing this year. There are
too many of you to list nages - and 1 would te térrified
of forgetting someone - so whether you have helped in
the office with adainistration, accounts, post or
telephone, or with practical taske like eaking and
grecting nest boxes, doing local survey work, helping
with aviary construction, cleaning aviaries, bundling
newspapers, fund raising, painting, collecting owls
food, compiling reperts, collating newsletters,




photocopying, survey work, at events, transporting
birds, release site work or by providing any of the 1801
things we need help with, give yourselves a pat on the
back and accept froe us a heartfelt THANK YOu.

We arg a spall organisation and we do run on a
shoestring. We have one full tise paid meaber of ‘staft,
3 grant aided student and an Eeployment Trainee,
everyone else is a volunteer, So if you have any time
or expertise you would like toc share with the Trust and
would like to get invoived in some way we would be
really glad to hear from you,

boarde carrying an owl picture. This years dates amd
location are Teignmouth Friday 12th July, Newien Abbot
Wednesday 17th July, Sainsburys of Exeter Friday apd |
Saturday 14th and t7th fugust, Ashburton 17th Bugust,
Totnes Friday !3th Septeaber and Trago Mills Sunday 17th
Novesber. On the first flag day of 1991 at Trago #ills
on 26th May we coliected £161.17 and the use aof the
Trusts caravan as rest roos for collectors sade the
whole event such easier.

FUND-RAISING

The Rarn 0wl Trust prdvides all it's conservation
information free of charge and in order to be able to do
this we have to spend some tise raising funds. The

_fund-raising actually organised by “the Trust iz lisited

Derek Crocker

to the flagday collections and the annual jumble sale
held in Ashburton. However last year volunteers raised
soney to support the Trust in a variety of ways
including creas teas, coffee mornings, jumble sales,
raffles and car boot sales. A lady artist holding an
exhibition of her work had a collection for the Barn Owl
Trust shich raised £133. One of the most unusual
fund-raising ideas came from a lady having an eightieth
birthday party who asked her guests to qive a donation
to the Barn Owl Trust instead of giving her a birthday
present, she told us that she really enjoyed her
birthday., A local couple who help the Trust eut with a
lot of practical tasks alsc organised and ran a plant
sale which took eany months of planning and work. The
children from Dartacuth who call thesselves the 0wl Club
are still raising funds for the Trust by selling badges
to their friends and several children fros schools
vicited by the Trust have writer letters and sent
donations from their pocket money. Many thanks to
everybody who has raised money and to everyone who has
given a doration to support the work of the Trust,

Vrwank Yo ;*

—

FLAE DAYS

Last years flag days in Deven raised a total of £1,128,
The amount of meney collected depends as much cn the
nusber of collectors as it does on the location and the
weather 5o we are always delighted to hear froa
volunteers with an hour or twe to help cut. All

collectors are recognisable by their miniature sandwich ]_]

CHUDLEIGH KNIGHTON PRIMARY SCHOOL XRAS PLAY

In December 1998 we were delighted to receive and accept
an invitation to a perforsance of Chudleigh Knighton
Primary School's xmas play. Me were very intrigued to
learn that the play was based around the alusiniue tan
hank in the schoal and had beea written by the arting
headteacher Mary Fossey, Those of vou who resember
Batman and Superman and can imagine the Joker trying to
take aver the world or at least all the of the alusiniue
cans in it, will have an idea of how entartaining the
evening was. The play also featured a Barn Owl, an
Owlet and & young lady playing Frances Ramsden dressad
in a long white dress....quite amazing. Ia addition to
treating us to an evening of extresely good fun the
schoo! alsp sent the Trust a donation of £38 raised at
the event. Many thanks to all of the pupils and staff
at Chudleigh Ynighton Primary School who all now have
Barn {wl Trust badges.

LITTLE OWL

LETTERBOX WALK ON DARTMOCR

I have suggested that I set up a "letterbox walk® on
Dartaser on behalf of the Barn Owl Trust. A series of
rubber stasps depicting Owis will be hidden in small
containers and placed for 3 sonths in strategic spots
on the soor. The boxes will be in place by 2ist July
and can be searched for and found with the zid of a clue
sheet. The clue sheet can be purchased fros the Trust
by post after 15th July, please include a stamped
addressed envelope and a check, postal order or postage.
stamps to the value of £1.3@.
This is a tried and tesied way of raising funds already
used by the Scouts, RSPE, the Buide Dogs Association and
sany aore organisations very successfully. Please note
that none of the staaps will be buried or placed in
environmentally sensitive areas. Alsp that anyone
walking on Dartsoor should wear sensible clothing and
footwear. & copy of the letier boxing code of conduct
and sencikle equipeent will accoapany each set of rlues
sent out, If you have any enquiries | can be contacted
on 8364 - 43845, Good hunting,

Mike Wallsh




ADDRTION Trust increases and therefsre the amount of money needeg
to respond to demand does as well. The aajority of the

The Barn Owl Trust adaption schese is now well Trust's incose has always come fros individual -donations
established. In 1999 several Owls were adopted on behalf trom meabers of the public., Fund-raising through flag
of people as 2 Christpas gift and in one case as a days, other events and sales goods also generates
birthday present.. The first couple to adopt an Owl in incose.

May 1989 are now beginning their third vear of targe charitable organisations espioy full tiae
supporting the Frust in this way. We do not operate a fund-raisers-or even teams of thea, ‘the Barn Owl Trust
peabershin and the adoption scheee was devised to doesn’t and spends very little tise trying to raise
provide an cpportunity for people io support the Trust soney. e are not actually very good at it, graeferring
in a2 personal and individua!l way, and of course to raise to concentrate our efforts on practical and tangible
funds. The adoption of ar individual Barn Owl costs £30 work. However it does seed to be done and during the
ger year, An iniroduction to the adopted owl is sent sut past year we have with help and advice applied for and
4ith a certificate of adoption and is followed up at the recaived grants towards the Barn Conversion Research
ent of the year with a2 report of the individual omls Project and the Trust's Educationai work, these grants
Brogress. lease asy for more details. have come froa a variety of bodies including ather

Charitable Trusis, iocal authorities and businesces. He
did not reach our funding targets for these projects

which are being subsidised by small donations. The Trust
is run or a shoestring and lomg ters planning is very

CERTIFICATE

BF ' ditficult,
We need money to operate, Small donations do sake a
ADO pTION oS difference, are worth shile and are gratefully received.

o) .
Kow h Standing orders enabie us to plan ahead. Covenanted

: . donations are even better as they enable us reclaie fros
This is to Cevify that | S the Inland Revenue any tax already paid on the .money

] ; given to the Trust, Hith a qift of £25 per vear
tovenanted to the Trust by a tax payer we tan reclais
£3.34 from the Inland Revenue effectively increazing the

...............................................

i\ bag adopted a Wavn Owl donation to £33.34 at no extra cost to the person making
RN REmR e Ling Mo the qift. Standing CGrder and Deed of Covenant foras are
(4 A available froa the Trust om request as are Deposited
:.QR/ A =/ Deed of Covenant fores. Please consider supporting
\| THE BARN OWL TRUST the work of the Tryst with a donation and heip us to

continue to respond.

The Bam O Ropert. Baumes

Oae dack Mgt when | wos c:\m
‘Elﬂﬂ Ol Scoortl dawon o .
dompad  buck il an asonished face

Bt Mhrnawlhdgme,u ¥ he was in

o rocd.

The ned night it happared again but this Lime

| covght: o glimpse

Tt wes bosslipvi. all gy ond whitd with

BUSIRESS ADOPTION SCHEME ' Yolow  Oyes Jor his Gighk .

: Ik red covght o mase AL covared in blewd.gad
We run a corporate adoption schese, aimed at businesses ik Mo had on it abic of mud .
ir an etfort to encourage financial suppert for the “.o Rt Right ML woda't thare.
Barn Dwl Trust. The annual tost of this scheme is £230 bhea | crossed the road MK day | Sownd
ang buzinesses #ill adopt the Trust rather than aa him dwre
individual bird., Certificates of adoption and a frased DEAD ‘

Barn Owl portrait are on offer as an incentive to this
praject. Further details are available tfrom the office,

FUMDING THE TRUST

In order to achieve its aims of conserving the Barn Owi
and its Environment the Trust nzeds o raise enough
soney to support its work and to plan ahead. Most
tharities and voluntary bodies are feeling the piach
with the current economic recession and the Barn Owl Robert Barnes age 9
Trust is no exception. Each year the work load of the ] 2 Sreylands Schoal, Faignton




LIAIEON AND LICENSING ?

The Barn Owl enjoys the unigue position of being the
only species in Britain with its own Mational Liaison
Group., The Joint Mature Conservation Lossittee (JHCC)
formerly the Nature Comservancy Council (NCC)

grganises aeetings twice a year in Peterberough,
Representatives of Barn Owl Trust (BOT), British Trust
for Grnithelogy {870), Edisburgh University, Hawk and
0wl Trust (HOT), JNCC and Royal Society for the
Protection of Birds (RSPR)} aest tg discuss latest
research and information available on the species, Each
organisation in the group is prisarily interested in

the wil# Barm Dwl population. However the subject of
captive Barn Owls inevitably coses up at ameetings
secause of the numbers of Barn Owls in captivity, {see
grticle on page 3) znd of those being released. Because
ot the concern expressed by all eesber organisatinns of
the group about the scale of Barn Dwl releases JNCC has
writter to the Depariment of the Environsent (DOE) with
a recomsendation that the Barn Oul is soved to schedule
% ot the Hildlife and Countryside Act., This would aean
that Barn Dwls could only be released ints the wild
under license. The Barn Owl Trust's support for. this
save is totally dependant on licensing conditions and
the Trust has written to I0F aaking suggestions™ for
these conditions. These should include detailed local
survey work and habitat assesseent befare relgase, the
use of & graduzl release methad, BTG ringing of all
released birds and detailed record keeping. This would
allow the value of releasing to be assessed aver a
peripd of time, The BOT feels that a licence should be
granted to any individual or organisation prepared to
seet these conditions. Special provision would need to
be made to enable Licensed Rehabilitation Keepers
(LEX'3) to reieaze any rehabilitated wild Barn [wls,
Other major conservation bodies have suggested that the
Barn Owl is also resoved from Schedule 3 of the Wildlife
and Countryside Act, {thus preventing the sale of
captive bred Barn Owls} however the sheer nuaber of
Barn Buls in captivity and the ease with which they
breed aake this highly unlikely, There are also
suggestions that the Barn Owl should be moved from
schedule 3 to schedule 4 (birds which should be
registered and ringed if kept im captivity). This would
have the advantage that any recovered birds could be
traced to their ieepers. It would also discourage the
very casual purchaser who buys a Barn Owl on impulse,
The sheer nuaber of Barn Owls in captivity, estigated at
13,808+ ,would make the whole process of registiration an
adeinistrative nightmare and very expensive to organise
and police. It seems likeiy that of zll the recossended
changes o the Hildiife and Countryside Act affecting
Barn Ouic the move to schedule 7 and release only under
licence are the aest likely,

In Becesber Laurel Hannon from Edinburgh University
spent 3 few days with us here in Deven, Laurel is doing
research into Barn Owl genetics and is looking for any
genetic variztions in birds from different regicns as
well as far any differences in the genetic sake-up of
captive-bred and wild Barn Owls,

BBC

In dune 1998 two representatives of the Barn Owl Trust
went to Coveriry to a aeeting of the Britisk Bird
Council BBL [the body that supplies the majority of
closed rings used for marking captive bred birds)., The
BOT suggested to the BBC that hecause an increasing
nuaber of peaple were breeding Barn Owls ta release
them, {many by simply letting the birds *go"} a
"cauticnary note" could be sent out to purchasers of
Rars Owl rings warping thes that although breeding Barn
Onis in captivity was easy, successfully releasing thee
intp the wild was NOT and that the majority of released
birds would not survive, This suggestion has not as yet
been adopted by the BBC, .The EBC are reguired by the
Departaent pf the Environment to sell closed rings for
Barn Owls to any breeder whether or not they are seabers
of the BBC. There is no legal requiresent for any
breeder to keep a record of who they sell the bird to.
This causes & prablea when live birds are recovered as a
Barn Owl cannct be traced back to its owner by its
tlosed ring puaber. Many Barn Owls found dead or
starving in Britain wear closed rings and it is not
usually possible to discover whether these are escaped
birds or "released” birds., The BOT suggested that
Victor Carr (Chairman of BBC) was invited to the last
Liaison group aeeting, he told the group that the sale
of rings for Barn Owls had increased by &bbi over the
last 7 years and early indications are that austers sees
likely to rise again this year.

Tis Thomas from the Royal Society fsr Prevention of

LCruelty to Animals-RSPCA Wildlife Section at Horshas

came o visit the Trust in January 1991. ¥e discussed
the captive Barn Owl issue and the increase in the
nueber of welfare probleas reparted to both
organisations. This not only gave us the chance to
seet, previous comtact having been lisited to telephone
cails, it alse gave us the osportunity to find out how
we could each make use of the others expertise and
resources. The RSPCA has a country-wide setwork of
pfficers that we can call on in cases shere live birds
may need assistance, we in turn can offer specific
information and advice on Barn Ow! related atters.

tlick Burke age &
Fark Schocl, Dartingtan




Children fros Chudleigh Knighten School
collect cans to raise funds for the Trust

RECYCLING @

In last years newsletter we mentioned we were looking
for sheds for storing eaterials for recycling, Me
haven't actually found a recycling shed yet, the
newspapers are current!y burying the freezers where the
owls food is stored, but the good news is that we were
gwarded £258 from the Shell ‘Better Britain Campaign
towards one and we have recently been given £15B as a
Teignbridge District Council Environsent Award as well,
co we have the mopey to buy one nowm, it is just a
question of finding a good one, preferably recycled, for
the acney we have. The price for newspapers fell again
last year and is now €8 a ton. Amazingly most of the
recycled pager products sold in this country are
imported which seems really crazy. Falling prices have
aeant that apst of the organisations that collected
newspapers in the past have now stopped. To dispose of
the paper that we ccllect we have to tramsport it 25
siles to Exeter, this is done when someone is going in
that direction anyway. Very little money is made on
newspaper recycling especially when you take into
account how much time and effort it takes to aove it
aroung ard how euch a ton actually is..... However the
rast has raised £71.44 for recycling 7,420 kg of
newspaper in the last year. Collecting aluminium cans is
ancther way of - raising funds through recycling
although in sany areas cans do need to be sorted by hand
to separate the steel from the alupinium, Schools and
youth groups anywhere in the coustry can join in with
the Trust's Aluminiue cam recycling project, all that is
needed is an enthusiastic adult to supervise sorting and
transperting the cans to the nearest collection point,
Far further inforeation pleace contact the Trust office.
Chudleigh Knighton primary school, Doddiscosbesleigh
prisary school and St, Dunstans Abbey have all received
certificates from the Trust for raising funds by
collecting cans. The Yrust has raised £92.5 sg far
froa its can collecting initiative. It is interesting
te note that like newspaper, the martet price for
tlusinium cans has dropped during the last few months,

Bany local authorities throughout the country are now
taking an active role in recycling, in Devon all of our
tocal waste collection points have been designated
recycling centres. Scrap metal, rags, bottles, camss, in
fact alsost anything can be recycled. CFC's can also be
reapved from old fridges hefore scrapping thus reducing

the damage to the czone layer. Before you dusp your

unnanted junk in the dusthin to be taken off to .
land-fill sites consider recycling, surely some of it
could be given o a local juable sale. Put your glass S

into local bottle banks and your vegetable peelings into
a coapost heap.  This planets resources are finite and
we should reseaber that we borrow the Earth fros qur
children, they will have to live with the consequences
of our actions and the problems we create. Ring your
local council today and ask to speak to your recycling
officer, ask where and how you can recycle your waste
and take care of your environment, If you live in an
area where there is no recycling provigzion orqanised by
the loral authority write and request it, send copies of
your letter ®o the local papers, aaybe then scamething
will be organised. Igg_can pake a difference.
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HAVE you !
The Trust has a small nuaber of Christmas card and
notelets for sale (packs of 5) £1.50@

Car stickers 3Bp each

4lx 4!

THE BARM QWL TRUST

WATERLEAT, ASHAURTON, GEVON, TQ1Z7HG"

Barn Ouwl Frust ?u!l tolour portrait posters are now
available at £2 each. If ordering by post please
include €1 post and packing per order.




Wildlife artist Dick Twinmey froe Cornwall has donated a
selection of autographed baby owl prints to the Barp Owl
Trust, these are being sold to raise funds. There are
six different prints, Barn Owl, Tawny Owl, Little Owi,
Short Eared Owl, Long Cared Owl and Snowy Owl. These

delightful 8" 12" full colour prints are available
frased or unfrased by post froe the Trust.

,,,. " L“E' f f_.~¢

T i 'I- S P N
Price 1- WOUNTED + FRANED £23 per print. €138 per set
of six.
UNBOUNTED + FRAMED £14 per print  £70 per set
of six.

The prints are available for viewing at the Dutpost,
Morth Street, Ashbqrtunz where John will be happy to
help vou chovse vour frame. :
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NOONS VISIT 10 QUR CLASS
Sarah Pearce age 8

Tetnes Schoo!l

SCHOOU VISITS AND PICTURE EXMIBITION

Moon, the Trust’'s tame barn owl, and Davigd Ramsden have
now visited B3 schools and Youth Groups to talk to
thildren between 3 and 18. Moom will be 3 years old
this wonth and is very popular with everyhody, she even
receives her awn post which of course she delegates to

yolunteers in the office to deal with. David uses a
blackboard and coloured chalks to tell the children the

]:I=

story of a particular fars and the owls that inhabit it.
As the story progresses the landscape changes and the
owls are affected. Gchool visits last zbout an hour and
Hoan sakes a 18 sinute appearance at the end of each
visit to enable the children to have an opportunity to
see 3 barn owl at close guarters and ask questions,

Most schoels take the opportunity to look at Barp Ouwl
pellets as a class activity after the visit and many
schools send children's pictures tg the Trust. Each
child that sends & picture receives g barn owl Trust
Certificate with their nzae on and froa Septesber 1998
to March 1991 an exhibition of some of these pictures
from schools throughout the County was erhibited in the
frk at Paignten Zoo. The exhihition was put together by
Hichelle Bates, a Rural Resources Manzgesent Student, at
Plymouth Polytechnic South West, Seale-Hayne Faculty.

The Trust is currently working om an education pack for
use in prisary schools.

Ross Bovey
Rabbacoabe School

THE DARN OWL

Moon ks a Barn Owl.

She 1is very beautiful.

She [lies around at night,
Searching for food;

She hears a tiny squeaking...

What is 1t7?

Suddenly she sees {t...

It's a tiny mousel

She pounges on [t

And grabs 1t with her sharp lalons;
Then carries [t Dback lo

The old, hollow oak tree,

Where she swallows it, whole.
Then she goes out again,

The rough grass verge

Is where she goes this time;
Can she find anything?

Yes. 5he can see a small shrew.
Down she flies and grabs it.
Back she [lies 1o the lree.

She eats it,
She Is a very happy owi.

then goes to sleep.

Laura Parkes, aged 11, Berry Pomeroy School
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WKERE THERE I8 4 WILL THERE IS A WAY

Conserving the Barn Owl and its Environament

The Barn Oal Trust

Together we can sake a difference

Please consider & donation now and a lesacy to help
us in the futere. '

Far advice or information please contact the Trust,

-/




RE-INTRBDUCTION REPORT 19B4-88.

The Barn Owl Trust received national publicity in 1989
when it published the first ever Barn Owl
re-introduction repert, The report contained details of
all the Barn Owls released by the Trust between 1986
-88, with ring recovery statistics including distances
and durations. The 148 Barn Owls in the report were
directly coapared with ringed wild Barn Owls in the
county. Copies of the repart are available fros the
B,0,7. for €2.58 inc. p & p.

In 1997 the report will be updated to include results
trom sites used by the Trust between 1989-91.

THE BARN OWL TRUST DOES NOT ENCOURAGE THE #IDESPREAD OR
INDISCRININATE USE OF RE-INTRODUCTION. WE STRONSLY
RECOMMEND THAT ANVONE INTENT ON TAKING THIS COURSE
SHOULD SEEX ADVICE BEFORE OBTAINING LIVE BIRDS.
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WILDLIFE ENCIDENT
INVESTIGATION SCHEME

Wikdlde casuslnes may oucasonziy rewls from the
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HOW YOU CAN HELP

It you are reading this newsletter then you are probably
NOT one of the many pecple in the country who think that
conservation and environmental issues are either
"boring® or “nothing to do with thes®, Amazing it may be
but there are still people who are really not
concerned about the destruction of the ozone layer
because they don't believe it will affect theas!

Everyone can be involved in the conservation of our
envircnaent - in fact 1 would go so far as to say

‘everyone should, we all have a vested interest in

keeping the world habitable. Everything we do has an
environsental impact from where we shop and what we huy
to where se live and dispese of our waste, By thinking
about how we live and the way in which we use our
resources, be they time, money or energy we can each
Yook at our own individual effect on the environsment.

By buying itess in reusable or recyclable containers we
are not only reducing our waste output we are also
telling manufacturers (in terms that they can
understand) that we want less waste, If we walk short
distances instead of driving it sight take longer but
the exercise ic good for our health as well as heing
better for our environsent. Planting & tree, making a
nest box, composting and recycling waste are all things
that individuals can do to make a difference. Picking
up titter may not seem like a very constructive way to
save the world but it is a link in a chain of positive
actions,

You tarn make a difference, MWhatever you do has an
impact so make it a positive one. Join your local
Wildlife Trust and go along to conservation events and
have fun learning about your local area and its
wildlife. Find out about and get involved in your local
recycling scheges; if you haven't got one ask your local
authority to organise gne, if enough people ask thea ta
they will ! '

Support the Bars Owl Trust if you can. ¥e rely on
donations to fund our work so if ydu are able to sake a
contribution to the Trust please do. We always need
funds sp are very pleased Yo hear fros people with
fund-raising ideas, !{sose of last ypars ideas were
really good}. Volunteers to help in the office or
with practiral tasks are always welcome so if you have
soee spare tise and would like to get invelved give us a2
ring. Please be aware that the practical wort we need
assistance with does not involve dealing with birds,

He hope you have enioyed reading this newsletter and
hearing about the Trust's year. Our AGM held in
Septesber is an apen aeeting and anyene wishing to find
ocut more or to get involved is welcose to cose aleng.
Remeaber to think globally and act locally - the Earth
IS worth protecting.

We wish you peace in your lives and GOOD LUCK with al!
your conservation efforts,

THINK GLOBALLY
ACT LOCALLY




